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Understanding Eternity with Lens of Time 
I. Time with no end: Examples 

 
Eternal Blessings to God’s People 

I. The Intermediate State 
A. The experience is different between believers and unbelievers  
B. Scripture is clear that, after death, believers immediately dwell with Christ (Luke 23:43; 2 

Cor. 5:8; Heb. 12:23; Rev. 6:9-11; Rev. 7:9-10) 
C. Prominent Opposing Views (unbiblical) 

1. Purgatory (i.e., purging) and Soul Sleep 
D. Saints in Intermediate State are not yet perfectly happy (Rev. 6:10-11) 
E. Scripture is otherwise mostly silent 

II. The Eternal State 
A. The Sequence: 

1. Christ returns and brings His saints with Him (Jude 14, I Thess. 4:16-17) 
2. Believers will be caught up in the air to meet the Lord 

a. The Final Judgment (Matt. 10:15; Matt. 11:22; Acts 17:30-31 Rev. 20:11-15), 
includes both believers and unbelievers (2 Cor. 5:10; Matt. 25:31-46); Rom. 14:10, 
12) 

3. No condemnation for the believer (John 3:18; Matt. 25:33-34), new bodies (Phil. 3:20-
21), eating & drinking (Rev. 19:9), travelling through the city (Rev. 22:2; 21:10-11, 21-
26), no marrying of giving in marriage (Matt. 22:30) 

4. God hath appointed a day wherein he will judge the world in righteousness by Jesus 
Christ, to whom all power and judgment is given of the Father. In which day, not only 
the apostate angels shall be judged, but likewise all persons, that have lived upon 
earth, shall appear before the tribunal of Christ, to give an account of their thoughts, 
words, and deeds; and to receive according to what they have done in the body, 
whether good or evil. Includes both believers and unbelievers. WCF XXXII (I) 

 
What Do We Know about Heaven? 

I. Incomprehensively good for those who love God (I Cor. 2:9) 
II. Place of perfect worship (Rev. 7:9-12) 
III. No suffering, pain, or death (Rev. 21:4) 
IV. The Throne of God is the focus (Rev. 22:1-5) 
V. Some surprise who is there (Matt. 25:31-40) 
VI. …and who is not (Matt. 25:41-46) 
VII. No presence, guilt, or power of sin (Rev. 21:27) 

 
What Will We Do in Heaven? 



 
     
 

I. Be in the presence of God (Rev. 22:4) 
II. Worship! 
III. Attend Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:9) 
IV. Receive inheritance and reward (Col. 3:23-24) 
V. Degrees of reward (Luke 19:11-27; I Cor. 3:12-15) 
VI. Reign with Christ (Rev. 20:4, 22:5) 
VII. Judge angels (I Cor. 6:3) 

 
The Reality of a Literal Heaven  

I. Heaven is holy because God is holy (excerpt from J.C. Ryle-Holiness) 
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Eternal Damnation to the Wicked 

I. Wicked are judged as damned at the Great White Throne (Rev. 20:11-14; Matt. 25:31-33, 14-
46) 

II. Reason for damnation  
A. Rejection of the Son (John 3:36) 
B. Name not written in the Book of Life (Rev. 20:15) 

III. We each live one life, die, and then the judgment (Heb. 9:27) 
 
What Do We Know about Hell? 

I. Punishment for Rejecting the Son of God 
II. Torment 
III. Eternal 
IV. Lake of Fire, Fire 
V. Brimstone 
VI. Separation from God (II Thess. 1:8-9), yet His presence (Rev. 14:9-11) 

 
What Awaits the Wicked? 

I. Scripture teaches that the punishment of the wicked includes very extreme pains and 
sufferings. 

II. Nowhere does God speak of annihilation. 
A. Persons annihilated have no sense or feeling of pain or pleasure, and much less do they 

feel that punishment which carries in it an extreme pain or suffering. They no more suffer 
to eternity than they did suffer from eternity 

III. Scripture teaches that the wicked will be punished in such a manner that they will be sensible 
of the punishment they are under: that they should be sensible that now God has executed 
and fulfilled what He threatened, what they disregarded and would not believe.  

IV. The wicked will suffer different degrees of torment, according to the different aggravations 
of their sins.  
A. “Whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause, shall be in danger of the judgment: 

and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but 
whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell-fire.” (Matt. 5:22) 

B. Here Christ teaches us that the torments of wicked men will be different in different 
persons, according to the different degrees of their guilt. — It shall be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah, for Tyre and Sidon, than for the cities where most of Christ’s 
mighty works were wrought. — Again, our Lord assures us that he that knows his Lord’s 
will, and prepares not himself, nor does according to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes. But he that knows not, and commits things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with 
few stripes. — These several passages of Scripture infallibly prove that there will be 



 
     
 

different degrees of punishment in hell, which is utterly inconsistent with the supposition 
that the punishment consists in annihilation, in which there can be no degrees. (Edwards) 

V. The Bible is very direct and extensive that the eternal punishment of the wicked will consist 
in felt misery and torment, and not in annihilation. 
A. Consider the assessment of Judas: “It had been good for that man if he had not been 

born;” Mat. 26:24. 
B. The punishment of the wicked is such that their existence, upon the whole, is worse than 

non-existence. But if their punishment consists merely in annihilation, this is not true.  
C. The wicked, in their punishment, are said to weep, and wail, and gnash their teeth; which 

implies not only real existence, but life, knowledge, and activity, and that they are in a 
very sensible and exquisite manner affected with their punishment, Isa. 33:14.  

D. Sinners in the state of their punishment are represented to dwell with everlasting 
burnings. But if they are only turned into nothing, where is the foundation for this 
representation? It is absurd to say that sinners will dwell with annihilation, for there is no 
dwelling in the case. It is also absurd to call annihilation a burning, which implies a state 
of existence, sensibility, and extreme pain: whereas in annihilation there is neither. 

 
The Reality of a Literal Hell  

I. Christ Puts Considerably Great Attention on Hell  
II. Not a vain threat, but real 
III. Accounts of Experiencing Hell 

A. It is said, not only that the punishment shall be forever, but for ever and ever. 
B.  “And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day and 

night.” (Rev. 14:11) 
C. “Shall be tormented day and night, for ever and ever.” (Rev. 20:10) 

IV. It is conscious torment  
A. “So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and take out the wicked 

from among the righteous, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matt. 13:49-50) 

B. “he will be tormented with fire and brimstone” (Rev. 14:10) 
V. Soul and Body Suffer 

A. Felt, bodily pain by fire: “Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” 
(Mark 9:44)  

VI. Hell eternal and irreversible (Matt.18:8, 23:33, Matt. 25:41, 25:46; Mark 9:44; John 5:29; 2 
Thess. 1:9) 

 
Hell: Wrong Views 

I. The Second Chance View 
II. Universalism 
III. Annihilationism 
IV. A loving God would not send people to hell 
V. Hell is too severe of judgment for man’s sin 
VI. Three surprises 
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Why should we care about the end times? 

I. The study of end times warns the unbeliever of coming judgment. 
II. The last days is a major part of the biblical account 
III. We are called to heed and declare the whole Word of God 
IV. Believers are encouraged by a clear understanding of the end times 
V. Eschatology helps Christians to worship God 
VI. Eschatology helps Christians to serve the Lord with zeal for biblical truth 

 
Major Views of the end times 

I. All focus on the chief event – the return of Christ; Significant subsequent focus – the 
millennial reign of Christ (See Rev. 20) when Satan is bound 
A. Major points of disagreement: 1) Literal 1,000 years and 2) whether Christ’s return 

precedes, follows, or divides this period 
II. Amillennialism 

A. Millennium is now, the entire period from Christ’s ascension to His return 
B. Emphasis that the resurrection and ascension ushered in new era of history 
C. Jesus has achieved a great victory over Satan, sin, and death. 
D. Victory is real, though all effects are not fully seen 

1. Satan is bound, is diminished, and no longer deceives the nations 
2. After resurrection, the church receives power to reach world with the Gospel. This 

will continue until there are believers from every kingdom, tribe, tongue, and 
nation. This is a period of suffering and persecution in the church 

3. God’s triumph is spiritual, not necessarily material; No expectation to dominate the 
cultures we live in-politics, arts, education, etc. 

4. God will take from those cultures those He chooses to save. Culture itself will not be 
redeemed. 
a. After, Satan is loosed and he deceives the nations again, Christ defeats Satan, 

the Final Judgment, then comes the new heavens and new earth 
III. Postmillennialism 

A. Most agree with Amillennialists (Amils) that the millennium is now, that in this time the 
gospel is preached throughout the world with power, and on meaning of Satan’s binding 
and his brief release before Christ’s return.  Also agree on general course of end times 
events: 
1. Jesus comes, then general physical resurrection of righteous and wicked, then final 

judgment, finally the new heavens and new earth 
B. How Different from Amillennialism? 

1. Although suffering, Christians will have increasing influence on general culture 
2. Christians will indeed gain wealth, influence, and even dominance.  



 
     
 

IV. Premillennialism 
A. Two Forms 

1. Classic or Historic 
a. Goes back to some of the earliest church fathers 

- Jesus returns and takes believers with Him, reign for 1,000+ years 
during which Satan is bound, Satan and some on earth rebel, Christ puts 
down revolt and raises all the dead in prep for final judgment. Then 
comes the new heavens and new earth 

2. Dispensational  
a. Relatively recent (1800s) 
b. Key: This form holds that Jesus returns twice 

- First return (Pre-Tribulation): Jesus returns and secretly takes believers 
(a.k.a. the rapture) I Thess. 4:16-17 

- Then, seven years of satanic rule.  First 3.5 years ok, the second 3.5 very 
bad. Collectively call the Great Tribulation (Dan. 7:25; 9:27; 12:7; Rev. 
12:14) 

- Second return: He comes with His saints and Reigns for 1,000+ years 
during which Satan is bound 

- Here, the Jews and the church of God are not necessarily the same, 
Jews rule in expanded land in Palestine 

- After, Satan is loosed, the Final Judgment, then the new heavens and 
new earth 

V. Preterism 
A. Certainly, some of the predicted events have taken place 
B. At least part of the Olivet Discourse covers the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 (see Matthew 

24 and Mark 13). 
C. However, there are events that clearly have not yet taken place including the 

resurrection of the righteous and the wicked & the Final Judgement 
D. Visible appearing of Jesus to every eye, new heaven and earth, and removal of all sin 

and sorrow from this world 
E. Extreme (Full) Preterist view is dangerous 

 
Already and the Not Yet 

I. The kingdom of God to come/has come-two senses-recognize the value of both. 
 
Biblical Practices While Living in the End Times 

I. Focus less on the order and more on the how the events should influence our lives 
II. Not a theory of history, but a motivation for greater obedience. Eschatology should reorder 

our priorities (2 Pet. 3:11-12) 
III. We should be purifying ourselves (I John 3:2-3) and be encouraged considering our labors 

are fruitful and not in vain (I Cor. 15:58) 
IV. We should be ready at any time, found working and faithful (Matt. 24:44; I Thess. 5:1-10; I 

Pet. 1:7; II Pet. 3:14) 
V. We will receive a reward, should motivate here and now: “God doesn’t expect us to do our 

duty merely for duty’s sake, but to do our duty with full understanding that our Father will 
reward [H]is children, not only in this life (Mark 10;29-30), but in eternity as well.” 
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Christ’s Lordship 
I. How God governs our ethical life 

A. By His control 
B. By His authority 
C. By His covenant presence 

II. Criteria of Good works 
A. Addressing the age-old problem of the virtuous pagan 
B. Here the WCF is very helpful: 

1. Works done by unregenerate men, although for the matter of them they may be 
things which God commands; and of good use both to themselves and others; yet, 
because they proceed not from an heart purified by faith; nor are done in a right 
manner, according to the Word; nor to the right end, the glory of God, they are 
therefore sinful, and cannot please God, or make a man meet to receive grace from 
God: and yet, their neglect of them is more sinful and displeasing unto God (WCF 
16.7) 

C. This summarizes the three (3) ingredients necessary for pleasing God: 
1. A heart purified by faith (right motive) 
2. Obedience to God’s Word (right standard) 
3. To the right end, the glory of God (right goal) 

 
Biblical Reasons to Do Good Works: God Commands & the Holy Spirit Equips 

I. The history of redemption 
A. God redeemed the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. Therefore, they should obey 
B. New Testament authors urge us to good works because of Christ’s work to redeem us 

1. Example: Jesus urges His disciples to love because He loved (John 13:34) 
2. Another appeal:  

- “Therefore, if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the 
things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God.” Col. 3:1-3 

C. Good works should come from gratitude. They are not attempts to gain God’s favor, but 
rather grateful responses to the favor that He has already shown to us 
1. Our focus is not limited to the past. It is also an anticipation of what God will do for 

us in the future (Matt 6:33) 
D. The authority of God’s commands 

1. Scripture motivates good works by calling attention to God’s command (Matt. 5:19) 
2. Scripture is full of Christ’s and His disciples’ commanding obedience to the law (Josh. 

1:8-9; Matt. 7:12; 12:5; 19:18-19; 22:36-40; 23:23; Luke 10:26; John 8:17; 13:34-35; 
14:15, 21; Rom. 8:4; 12:19; 13:8-10; I Cor. 5:13; 9:8-9; 14:34, 37; 2 Cor. 8:15; 9:9; 



 
     
 

Gal. 4:21-22; Eph. 4:20-24; 6:1-3; I Thess. 4:1; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; Titus 2:1; James 1:22-
25; 2:8-13. I Pet. 1:16; I John 2:3-5; 3:24; 5:2) 

3. God does give us motivations, but we should obey Him because He has the right to 
absolute obedience 

E. The presence of the Spirit 
1. Call to live a godly life, based on activity of the Spirit in us (Gal. 5:16-17; Eph. 5:8-11) 

 
God & Christian Ethics 

I. Based on the three (3) discussed motivations (history of redemption, God’s authority, & 
power of the Spirit), Christian thinkers have developed three (3) types of Christian ethics 
A. Command ethics (Emphasizes the authority of God’s moral law) 
B. Narrative ethics (Emphasizes the history of redemption-it tells the story of salvation) 
C. Virtue ethics (Discusses the inner character of the regenerate person with a focus on 

virtues listed in Rom. 5:1-5; Gal. 5:22-23; Col. 3:12-17) 
II. These ethics are not pitted against each other.  They function with each other. 

 
Ethical Judgements 

I. Keep thinking about the three (3) motivations & the three (3) Christian ethics 
A. Factors in ethical judgments (a guide to ministering to others)   

1. The Word of God 
2. The Situation 
3. The Ethical Agent 

 
Ethical Disciplines 

I. Teleological Ethic: a perspective focused on consequences 
II. Deontological Ethic: a perspective focused on our duties and obligations 
III. Existential Ethic: an inward focus on who we are, our inner character 

 
An Ethical Life: Christ in the World Through His Church 

I. The authority of Scripture, the ultimate norm for the Christian life. 
II. The image of God is both a fact and a norm.  Our fundamental responsibility is to image 

God, to be like Him (esp. Christ, to love one another as He did us) 
A. “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved 

you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples, 
if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35 

III. Christians have died to sin, been raised to new life, and can say no to sin to serve God. 
IV. The kingdom of God has come, is coming, and will come. Our job is to seek it first 
V. The Christian life is one of faith and repentance, the whole way through end 
VI. Believing in God’s promises and acting on them 
VII. The Christian life is to be shared with others in the body of Christ 
VIII. One of our primary jobs is laid out in the Great Commission 
IX. Eschatology, the doctrine of the last days, is an important, purifying doctrine 
X. Christians should seek to be obedient, and also look to His reward 
XI. Christians look to the past (Christ’s redemptive work), the present (seeking His kingdom in 

the present), and the future (Christ’s return) 
XII. The greatest commandment: to love God with all of our heart 

A. The second greatest: to love our neighbor as ourselves 
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A Command for All Christians 

I. The second greatest commandment: 
A. But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 

themselves together. One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, “Teacher, 
which is the great commandment in the Law?”  And He said to him, “‘You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is 
the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’  On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.” 

II. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels 
unawares. Heb. 13:2 

III. Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. I Pet. 4:9 
IV. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. Rom. 12:13 
V. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit 

the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 
was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came 
to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome 
you, or naked and clothe you? Matt. 25:34-46 

VI. You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall 
love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. Lev. 
19:34 

VII. But hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. Titus 1:8 
VIII. And He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do 

not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite 
you in return and you be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid 
at the resurrection of the just.” Luke 14:12-14 

IX. Therefore, an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, I Tim. 3:2 

X. And having a reputation for good works: if she has brought up children, has shown hospitality, 
has washed the feet of the saints, has cared for the afflicted, and has devoted herself to every 
good work. I Tim. 5:10 

XI. The native people showed us unusual kindness, for they kindled a fire and welcomed us all, 
because it had begun to rain and was cold. Acts. 28:2 

XII. For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ 
will by no means lose his reward. Mark 9:41 

 



 
     
 
Bringing Others into Your Life 

I. It is an identifying work of a Christian 
A. "When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. The stranger 

who sojourns with you shall be to you as the native among you, and you shall love him as 
yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” Leviticus 
19:33-34 

II. “Have I rejoiced at the extinction of my enemy, 
Or exulted when evil befell him? 
“No, I have not allowed my mouth to sin 
By asking for his life in a curse. 
“Have the men of my tent not said, 
‘Who can find one who has not been satisfied with his meat’? 
“The alien has not lodged outside, 
For I have opened my doors to the traveler. Job 31:29-32 

 
Loving When it is Difficult 

I. Lay down your life 
A. Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. John 15:13 

II. Reaching out to those in need, ministering has its roots in the early church 
III. Involves ensuring safety to the stranger: 

A. The Levite and his concubine –Judges 19 
B. Righteous Lot-Genesis 19:1-11 
C. Rahab-Joshua 2 
D. Zacchaeus-Luke 19:1-10 
E. Abigail-I Samuel 25 
F. The Shunammite woman and Elisha-II Kings 4 

 
The Gospel Comes with a House Key (Butterfield) 

I. Hospitality reflects the Gospel 
II. Hospitality is spiritual warfare 
III. Hospitality makes room for different kinds of hosts and guests 
IV. Hospitality is the Benedict option on mission 
V. Hospitality requires unity in the church 
VI. Hospitality nurtures and grows the family of God 
VII. Hospitality is good for the giver 
VIII. Hospitality is good for the children 
IX. Hospitality costs money, can be expensive 
X. Hospitality is worth it 
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The Great Commission 
I. Why is it called the Great Commission? 

A. All authority is given to Christ (Authority) 
B. Because of this, command to go (Commission) 

1. Make disciples of all nations (Command) 
2. Baptize them in the name on the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Instruction) 

a. Teach them to obey everything Christ commanded His disciples (Instruction to 
obey command) 

b. Promise of Christ being with you (Encouragement) 
II.          Why is it great? 

A. It is a clear directive from the Lord Jesus. Period. 
B. It is great in terms of benefits of obedience 

1. Rewards 
2. Advancing God’s Kingdom 
3. Rescue the perishing 
4. Calling others to repent is true love 

C. It is great in terms of consequences of disobedience 
1. Accountability as a derelict watchman 
2. Responsibility as a soldier 
3. Neglect to warn is unloving 

D. It comes with Christ’s authority 
E. It comes with His power 
F. It comes with His presence 
G. All this, and He gives it to us! 

 
 
Just do it! 

I. As a commission with command, we are simply to do it 
A. It comes with authority 
B. It is a directive 
C. Be ready (I Pet. 3:15) 

II.         Why don’t we share the good news? 
A. We consider Christ’s command a suggestion 
B. We think our intellect, ability to talk, etc. are primary 

1. For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and 
eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. (I Cor. 1:17) 

C. Lack of awareness of the mercy and grace shown to us 



 
     
 

1. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great 
mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ (I Peter 1:3) 

D. Have not been “forgiven much” (Luke 7:40-48) 
E. Fear of man 
F. See reality of eternity dimly 
G. False view of love 
H. Examples  

 
Starting Steps 

I. Have eternity on your mind 
II.           Think about heaven, hell, the glory, reward, & judgment the Great White Throne 
III.          Think about the eternal pity and mercy God showed you 
IV.          Think about the Great White Throne (Rev. 20-11-15) 
V.           Remember the greatest commandment 

A.  Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, 
an expert in the law, tested him with this question: “Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. (Matt. 
22:34-38) 

VI.          Those who love Jesus obey Him (John 14:15) 
VII.         If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to 

him and make Our abode with him. He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and 
the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me. (John 14:23-24) 
A. Consider the obedience of the Son to the Father (John 5:30) 
B. Consider the authority 
C. Consider word’s author 
D. Connection with the Great Commission (perhaps a new name is in order to set us straight) 

VIII.         Remember the second greatest commandment: And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matt. 22:39-
40) 
A. Discussion on what it means to love yourself 
B. What would you do to rescue the perishing? (Prov. 24:10-12) 

 
Building the Kingdom 

I. The greatest act of love is to call to repentance 
A. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through 

us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. (II Cor. 5:20) 
II.           Do not forget your neighbors 
III.          Do not neglect your family 
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