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The Supremacy of God 
 

I. Everything begins with God 
A. In the beginning… (Genesis 1:1; John 1:1) 
B. Everything is from Him and through Him (Romans 11:36) 
C. In Him all things hold together (Colossians 1:17) 

II. What are some of God’s essential attributes? 
III. A high view of God’s sovereignty 

A. Calvinist or Arminian, what’s the fuss all about? 
B. What is the providence of God? (WSC, Q. 11) 

 
Providence and God’s Control 

I. Efficacy 
A. God always accomplishes His purpose (Isaiah 14:24-27) 

1. Nothing is too hard for God (Jeremiah 32:27) 
2. With God nothing is impossible (Genesis 18:14; Matthew 19:26) 

B. Nothing can interfere with God’s will (Psalm 33:11, 115:3; Isaiah 43:13) 
II. Control over everything He creates 

A. The natural world 
1. Controls the course of nature (Job 38:19-20, 34-35; Jeremiah 31:35) 
2. His control is intentional (Jeremiah 10:13) 
3. Divine control extends to the smallest details (Matthew 10:29–30) 
4. Notion that “natural law” governs the universe is absent from the Bible 

B. Human history 
1. We could not exist without a vast accumulation of apparently random 

events 
2. Controls the course of our own lives (Acts 17:26) 
3. Sovereign over all of the nations (Psalm 33:10) 

a. He empowers and removes kings (Daniel 2:21) 
b. Nations gather for war but God decides who will prevail (Proverbs 

21:31) 
4. God set the stage for the center point of human history (Galatians 4:4-5) 

a. Betrayal and execution of Jesus takes place as it has been 
determined (Luke 22:22) 



 

 

b. He intended Jesus to be an atoning sacrifice for our sins (Mark 
10:45) 

C. Individual human life 
1. Our very existence as human beings is by God’s gift of life (Psalm 139:13-

14) 
a. God’s control begins before we are conceived (Jeremiah 1:5) 
b. Controls all of the “accidents” of history to create the precise 

person He seeks to employ as His prophet 
c. God’s foreknowledge of an individual implies comprehensive 

control over the human family (cf. Ephesians 1:4) 
2. God plans the course of our life and death (Job 14:5) 
3. He determines whether we prosper or fall (1 Sam. 2:6–7) 

 
Application: Fear the Lord 

I. The fear of God is the soul of godliness (John Murray) 
A. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 9:10; Psalm 111:10) 
B. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation (Luke 1:50) 

II. What does it mean to fear the Lord? 
A. The fear of the Lord is to hate evil (Proverbs 8:13) 
B. Fear the One who controls your life and the power to judge (Matthew 10:28) 

III. Work out your salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12-13) 
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God’s Providence 
I. The Question on Which Everything Hinges 

A. Luther and Erasmus 
1. Desiderius Erasmus, one of the greatest scholars of the northern Renaissance 

a. Wrote On the Freedom of the Will in 1524 
b. Free choice is “the power of the human will whereby man can apply to or turn 

away from that which leads unto eternal salvation” 
2. Martin Luther’s refusal to renounce his writings resulted in his excommunication 
a. Martin Luther responds to Erasmus, On the Bondage of the Will (1525) 
b. If God foreknows and predestines all things, “there cannot be any free choice in 

man or angel or any creature” 
B. Why did Luther think “free will” is the issue on which everything hinges? 
1. “Free will was no academic question to Luther; the whole Gospel of the grace of God, he 

held, was bound up with it, and stood or fell according to the way one decided it” 
(Packer). 

2. “If we believe that Christ has redeemed men by his blood, we are bound to confess that 
the whole man was lost; otherwise, we should make Christ either superfluous or the 
redeemer of only the lowest part of man, which would be blasphemy and sacrilege.” 

II. Our Decisions Are Not Independent of God 
A. Our definition of freedom must be consistent with God’s sovereignty over the human 

will 
1. Example of Joseph being sold into slavery by his brothers (Genesis 45:5-8; 50:20) 
2. God worked the decisions of man to bring about the sacrificial death of Christ (Luke 

22:22; Acts 2:23-24; 4:27-28) 
B. Scripture teaches directly that God brings about our free decisions 

1. God does not merely foreordain what happens, but also foreordains what we 
choose to do 

2. The root of human decision is the heart, and the heart is under God’s control (Luke 
6:45; Proverbs16:9; Psalm 33:15) 

III. Free Will and Choice: Who Choses Who? 
A. Defining man’s will in the light of Scripture (Revelation 3:20; John 15:16) 
B. Distinction between free will and free agency 

1. There is a sense that all men have free will 
a. More recently, this kind of free will is referred to as free agency 
b. We are moral agents, answerable to God and each other for our voluntary 

choices 
2. “Free will” is the ability to choose all the moral options that a situation offers 

a. Original sin has robbed us free will in this sense 



 
     
 

b. We have no natural ability to discern and choose God’s way (Romans 6:16-23; 
8:2) 

IV. Defining Free Will 
A. Is there such thing as a free will? 

1. “Free-will is a nonentity, a thing consisting of name alone.” (Luther) 
2. What most people mean by “free will” is the idea that man is by nature neutral 
3. Man is not able to choose either good or evil (Jeremiah 13:23; Philippians 2:13) 

B. Revisiting Luther and Erasmus 
1. Erasmus recognized man’s fallen nature as needing special grace, but still possessing 

free will 
2. Luther argued that Erasmus employed faulty reasoning 

a. To say that free will exists and has power, albeit ineffective power, is a 
contradiction in terms 

b. Because man is under subjection to God, he cannot be said to act freely on his 
own 

c. If man’s will even plays a little part in salvation, it robs God of glory and exalts 
man 

C. Jonathan Edwards, America’s most important theologian, wrote The Freedom of the 
Will in 1754 
1. Man always chooses what he most desires 
2. Since man’s will is corrupt, he is unable to repent because he does not desire to 

repent 
3. This does not involve a restriction on freedom, for it involves no compulsion but is a 

necessity related to one’s own desire 
V. Application: Depend on the Lord 

A. Our moral inability should lead us to God 
1. “It is from little thoughts of God, that you quarrel against his justice in the 

condemnation of sinners, from the doctrine of original sin. It must be because you 
do not know him to be God, and will not allow him to be sovereign.” (Jonathan 
Edwards) 

2. Apart from grace, we are all afflicted with moral inability. And apart from grace, we 
will all die in our sins. (cf., Romans 8:6–8) 

B. Our inability is meant to draw us to Christ and depend on Him (2 Corinthians 4:7-10, 16) 
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God Governs the World With Purpose 
I. Proving the Existence of God 

A. Can anyone prove that God exists? 
1. Perhaps no such proof exists 
2. God has established an economy rooted in faith (Hebrews 11:6; Ephesians 2:8a) 

B. Many have tried to prove the existence of God through the centuries 
1. Thomas Aquinas was the most important Christian scholar in the Middle Ages 
2. Aquinas offered five proofs for the existence of God 

a. His fifth proof argued the existence of a Great Designer 
b. Aquinas’ argument is also referred to as a teleological argument 

C. God’s rule is teleological 
1. God governs all events for a purpose 
2. God rules over His creation with purpose (1 Chronicles 29:12) 

II. God’s Providential Governing of His Creation 
A. God sovereignly rules with purpose 

1. God’s providence aligns with the standard of righteousness and justice (Psalm 89:14; 
Acts 2:21) 

2. God’s providence is not arbitrary (Romans 8:28) 
3. God is not capricious (1 Samuel 15:29) 

B. Christ sustains all things by his powerful word (Hebrews 1:3) 
C. Scripture consistently stresses the telos or goal of God’s providence 

1. God’s rule of the world is distinctively personal, not mechanical or merely causal 
(Ephesians 1:9b-11) 

2. God’s ultimate purpose is revealed throughout Scripture (Romans 8:18–25, 28–30) 
D. Why the knowledge of God’s purposes is important 

1. In Scripture, the primary thrust of eschatology is ethical 
a. Awareness of end times should compel the pursuit of holiness and prayer (Luke 

21:34-36) 
b. Our knowledge of the future should inspire us to keep the faith (1Timothty 4:7-

8) 
2. We live in tension between this age and the age to come 

a. The present age will not expire until Christ returns (Colossians 3:1–5) 
b. We ought to live according to the principles of the age to come (2 Peter 3:11; 

Romans 12:2) 
III. God’s Preservation of His Creation 

A. Metaphysical preservation is God’s act to maintain the existence of the universe 
1. All things depend upon God for their existence (Colossians 1:17) 
2. Every created object depends upon God directly for its existence (Acts 17:28a) 

B. Redemptive-historical preservation is God’s temporary preservation of the world 



 
     
 

1. God gives grace based on His intention to redeem His people through Christ 
2. The world is being preserved because God has redeeming work to do (Acts 17:25-27; 

Colossians 1:19-20) 
C. Covenant preservation refers to God’s preserving the lives of believers and the church 

1. Many examples in Scripture (Genesis 45:5; Matthew 6:25–34; 10:28–30) 
2. God is Jehovah Jireh, our Provider (Genesis 22:14) 

D. Eternal preservation is redemption itself 
1. God provides salvation to His people so that they will not fall away, for all eternity 

(John 5:24; 10:27–30) 
2. This is the Reformed doctrine of the perseverance of the saints (Hebrews 10:23) 

IV. Application: We Pray Because God is Sovereign 
A. “If God is sovereign, why pray?” 

1. God governs all events according to His perfect will, so make your requests known to 
God (Philippians 4:6) 

2. We are called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28) 
3. Knowing God’s judgment is certain, then prayerfully lean on His strength (2 Peter 

3:11) 
4. If we live and move and exist in Christ (Acts 17:28a), shouldn’t we beg for grace? 
5. If God began a good work in you, offer prayers of thanksgiving (Philippians 1:6) 

B. The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9b-13) unquestionably acknowledges the providence of 
God 
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LORD over creation 
I. Perceived Conflict of Scripture and the Sciences 

A. Reason or science? 
1. Aristotle’s (384-322 BC) cosmological speculation may be the most influential in 

history 
a. “Nothing comes from nothing, so what was there before there was anything?” 
b. “How will there be movement, if there is no actually existing cause?” 

2. The many technological advances around the turn of the 20th century led many, such 
as Alfred North Whitehead (1861-1947) to set science against religion  
a. “Religion will not regain its old power until it can face change in the same spirit 

as does science.” (The Atlantic, 1926) 
b. “The conflict between religion and science is what naturally occurs to our minds 

when we think of this subject.” 
3. J. Gresham Machen (1881–1937), was the leading light among Reformed scholars 

who fought against the liberalism at the turn of the previous century 
a. “May Christianity be maintained in a scientific age? It is this problem which 

modern liberalism attempts to solve.” 
b. As believers in historic Christianity, we “maintain the objectivity of truth.”  
c. “The chief modern rival of Christianity is ‘liberalism.’ . . . At every point the two 

movements are in direct opposition.” 
4. Georges Lemaître (1894-1966), a Belgian cosmologist and Catholic priest, was the first 

to propose what is now termed the “Big Bang Theory” 
a. The universe was ever expanding and must have originated at a finite point in 

time 
b. “There is no conflict between religion and science.” 

B. How should we reconcile logic and science with the revelation of Scripture? 
1. Aquinas understood the need to distinguish between revelation and reason 
2. Louis Berkof (1873-1957), a Dutch-American theologian, asserts the doctrine of 

creation is not set forth in Scripture as a philosophical solution of the problem of the 
world 

II. Defining Creation 
A. In Scripture, creation generally refers to the events of Genesis 1 

1. Our definition of creation should not be influenced by what can or cannot be proved 
by modern science and philosophy 

2. Scripture plainly identifies a beginning of all things, and that beginning is when God 
created the world (Gen. 1:1; Job 38:4; Pss. 90:2, 102:25; Isa. 40:21, 41:4, 46:10; John 
1:1; Heb. 1:10; 1 John 1:1; Rev. 1:8, 3:14, 21:6, 22:13) 



 
     
 

B. As we look at Genesis 1, we may make a distinction between the creation of the heavens 
and earth (Gen. 1:1) and God’s later acts of creation within the already-existing world 
order (vv. 3, 6, 9, 16, 21, 27) 
1. Original and subsequent creation 
2. Beings that God created after the event of Genesis 1:1 owe their existence entirely to 

His creative act 
III. Creation and God’s Lordship 

A. Creation establishes God’s ownership of all things, and therefore His lordship over all His 
creation (Psalm 24:1–2) 

B. Creation displays God’s lordship attributes 
1. Displays his control, since He rules the world not only throughout history, but at the 

beginning of history as well (Psalm 146:5) 
2. Demonstrates God’s lordship attribute of authority, for creation is by God’s word 

(Genesis 1:3; Psalm 33:6; John 1:1) 
3. Creation also manifests the lordship attribute of covenant presence 

a. Not only is God in the heavens above (transcendent), but He is present on the 
earth as well (immanent) (Joshua 2:11; Nahum 1:3) 

b. We affirm that God’s presence is inescapable and that He is with us (Psalm 139:5-
12; 1 Kings 8:27) 

c. God’s presence is also the means by which His redemptive mission is fulfilled 
(Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45) 

IV. Application: Knowledge of the Creator Necessitates Worship 
A. Scripture presents various connections between creation and worship 

1. God’s work of the six days entitles him to consecrate a seventh day of holy rest, a day 
of worship (Exodus 20:11) 

2. God made the heavens and earth to be His temple (Isaiah 66:1) 
B. Consideration of creation leads to worship (numerous examples in Scripture) 

1. When worship was restored in Israel under Ezra and Nehemiah (Nehemiah 9:6) 
2. Paul tells the Gentiles at Lystra and Athens that the true God has created all things 

(Acts 14:15, 17:24–25) 
3. In worship, we thank our Creator (Psalm 136:3–9), turn to Him for help (121:2, 124:8, 

146:5-6), and seek His blessing (134:3) 
4. God intended such worship from the beginning (Psalm 19:1; Romans 11:36) 
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How God Created 
I. The Doctrine of Creation in History 

A. Two prevailing views 
1. From Greek philosophy, a dualistic position that both God and matter are eternal 
2. The Church has always taught the doctrine of creation ex nihilo and as a free act of 

God 
B. The fundamental issues of creation 

1. Creatio ex nihilo (creation out of nothing) 
a. Unanimous support and a necessary inference from Scripture 
b. Augustine (354-430) powerfully defended this doctrine 
c. The theological influence of Augustine cannot be understated 

2. God freely willed to create the world 
a. God neither creates under constraint or compulsion from any external source 

(Augustine) 
b. Augustine argued that creation was eternally in the will of God 

3. Creation in six days 
a. The early church widely believed in a literal six-day creation 
b. Augustine found it difficult to say what kind of days the days of Genesis were 

4. Evolution and the age of the earth are modern developments challenging Christians 
today 

II. Creation out of Nothing (creatio ex nihilo) 
A. Creation ex nihilo is difficult to define 

1. What is nothing, after all? 
2. Even the use of a preposition (in, on, of, into, out of) is problematic 
3. Plato and Aristotle acknowledged the problems of accounting for the world by 

preexistent realities 
a. However, we oppose the Platonic notion of an eternal “receptacle” 
b. And likewise oppose the Aristotelian notion of an eternal “matter” 

B. How should ex nihilo be defined? 
1. God created the world without any preexisting material or medium 
2. He merely spoke and things appeared, along with space and time for them to occupy 

C. Scriptural support of the doctrine 
1. The account in Genesis 1 is consistent with Psalm 33:6 
2. Also consistent with teaching in the New Testament (Hebrews 11:3) 
3. The clearest language may be found in Romans 4:17 

D. We affirm creation ex nihilo as a good and necessary inference 
1. The world had a beginning (Genesis 1:1) 
2. Creation is universal: everything in heaven, earth, and sea is God’s creation (John 1:3; 

Revelation 4:11) 



 
     
 

3. God creates as the Lord (Colossians 1:16) 
III. The Six Days 

A. Genesis 1 and 2 teach that God made the world in six days and rested on the seventh 
1. The length and sequence of the “six days” is a subject of much controversy 
2. Our concern should be what God wants us to know about Him as Creator (Romans 

1:20-21a) 
B. Three major views of the “six days” of creation in Genesis 1-2 

1. Normal-day view sees days as twenty-four hours, succeeding one another (Genesis 
1:5b) 

2. Day-age view holds that the “days” are of indefinite duration (cf. Genesis 2:4) 
3. Framework view reasons that Genesis 1-2 describes God’s creative acts topically  

C. Scripture and science 
1. Modern science has certainly influenced this debate 
2. We should not presume at the outset that scientists are wrong 
3. But there are also wrong ways of being influenced by science 

D. Taking a position 
1. The literal 6-day view should not be a test of orthodoxy 

a. There have long been differences among Christians on this matter 
b. Other doctrines do not rest on a literal view of the days of Genesis 

2. Be mindful that Genesis 1–2 has an overriding purpose 
IV. The Age of the Earth and Evolution 

A. Age of the earth 
1. Science offers a formidable challenge on this issue 
2. The young-earth view implies that God created the earth with age 

B. Evolution 
1. While the science community at large accepts evolutionary theory as fact, we must 

object 
a. God did not take an already-existing living creature and make him specifically 

human, as in “theistic evolution” 
b. Of course, there is evidence of microevolution, but proof that all living organisms 

derive from a single cell (macroevolution) is unlikely at best 
V. Application: Know Your Bible 

A. Professing to be wise, they became fools (Romans 1:22-23) 
1. Don’t be surprised by the foolishness of man 
2. Always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks (1 Peter 3:15) 

B. Read your Bible 
1. Have a plan 
2. Don’t just read Scripture, meditate on its meaning 
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God Ordains Mankind 
I. What Does the Church Believe? 

A. Creeds and confessions 
1. Apostles’ Creed 

a. An early version of what later became the Apostles’ Creed, called the “Old Roman 
Creed,” was in use as early as the 2nd century 

b. The Creed in its present form dates to the 4th century 
2. Nicene Creed 
3. Chalcedonian Creed 
4. The Three Forms of Unity 

B. Westminster Assembly 
1. Not a typical ecclesiastical assembly 
2. Historical background 

a. Charles I strived to rule England, Scotland, and Ireland as an absolute monarch 
without the interference of Parliament 

b. Charles sought to move the Church of England to adopt practices more in line 
with Roman Catholicism 

c. Charles fought the armies of the English and Scottish parliaments in the English 
Civil War (1642-1646, 1648-1649) 

3. Forming the Assembly  
a. The Assembly was composed of approximately 120 ministers and a handful of 

laymen 
b. They met in Westminster Abbey for more than five and a half years (1643-1649) 

II. God’s Eternal Decrees 
A. The Westminster Standards offer the most clear and concise description of God’s decrees 

1. “The decrees of God are his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, 
whereby, for his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.” (WSC, 
7) 

B. God’s decrees are eternal and with purpose (Psalm 33:11; Isaiah 46:9b–10; Romans 8:28) 
III. Doctrine of Election (Predestination) 

A. Examples of God’s choice (Jeremiah 1:5; Deuteronomy 7:7-8; 9:4, 6; 2 Timothy 1:9; 
Romans 9:11-12) 

B. Defining election 
1. “God's eternal decree, by which He compacted with himself what He willed to 

become of each man” (Calvin) 
2. All Christians believe in predestination 

a. Arminius did not deny predestination 



 
     
 

b. Arminius asserted that God did not base election on a “divine arbitrary decree,” 
but upon God’s foreknowledge of man's merit (however, Ephesians 2:8-9 seems 
to oppose this) 

C. Biblical view of election (Ephesians 1:4-9) 
IV. Doctrine of Reprobation 

A. Double predestination 
1. The doctrine that the elect are predestined to heaven and the non-elect are 

predestined to hell 
2. An inescapable conclusion? 

a. Luther referred to this as a “resistless logic” 
b. How is it logically possible for someone who is not predestined to eternal life 

migrate to the group of elect? 
3. Double predestination may not be the best term 

B. Reformed view of reprobation 
1. “The decree of reprobation is the free and sovereign choice of God, made in eternity 

past, to pass over certain individuals, choosing not to set his saving love on them but 
instead determining to punish them for their sins unto the magnification of his 
justice.” (Biblical Doctrine, John MacArthur and Richard Mayhue, eds.) 

2. Scripture is plain regarding God’s predetermined choice of some sinners for 
damnation (1 Peter 2:7-8; Jude1:4) 

3. Our natural inclination is to think that God isn’t being fair 
a. God is not capricious and His decrees are established with purpose 
b. Paul anticipates this objection in Romans 9:19-22 

C. If God predestines all individuals, then why evangelize? 
1. We are commanded to evangelize (Mark 16:15; Acts 13:47) 
2. God sovereignly uses our prayer and preaching to reach others for Christ (1 

Corinthians 1:21; 2 Corinthians 5:20) 
3. It is a privilege to evangelize (Romans 10:15) 

V. Application: Be Content and Give Thanks 
A. Our natural inclination is to complain in all circumstances not to our liking 

1. Knowing that God is sovereign over all things is the basis for contentment (Philippians 
4:11-12) 

2. Paul’s secret (Philippians 4:13) 
B. Jeremiah Burroughs, The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment 

1. “Christian contentment is that sweet, inward, quiet, gracious frame of spirit, which 
freely submits to and delights in God’s wise and fatherly disposal in every condition.” 


