
I Am  |  Lesson 1 
God’s Love for Mankind 

   MATT MIKLOVIC 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
The Extent of God’s Love 
 

I. God’s Trinitarian Love 
A. God’s love is completely satisfied in Himself. His love is pure, perfect, and united in the 

Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit…He brings us to Himself and shares His infinite love 
with us. He created us to be His objects of affection-to love us! 

B. I (Jesus) made known to them (Holy Spirit) your name, and I will continue to make it known, 
that the love with which you (Father) have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” John 
17:26 

C. This is wonderful, inexpressible happiness and joy!  The believer is united in God and 
surrounded by His trinitarian love! 

II. God loves Mankind 
A. God sent Christ to save the whole world 
B. God loves His enemies 
C. Christ came to save the world,…BUT only those who believe in Him. 

1. …whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 
D. Those who are in the world, who do not believe, are condemned already 
E. Jesus, God’s Son is Savior of the world. Through Christ, God will lift the curse on creation, 

and creation will again be under the dominion of those who love God. 
F. God will banish those who serve Satan (the ruler of this world) 
G. The entire world benefits from Christianity. Before they come to faith, believers are under 

the real wrath of God. 
H. Similarly, before the final judgment, unbelievers experience the real love of God. 

1. Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, 
not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? Rom. 2:4-5 

III. God Loves You 
A. Some Calvinists hesitate to say to unbelievers, “God loves you.”  They feel it can only rightly 

be said to the elect. What say you? Would you say it to your young child? -- Remember that 
God created mankind in perfect loving relationship to Him. It is mankind who rejects His 
love.  You can’t look at a sinner and say why did God not love him? He did and He does, by 
offering His son to him.  And provides life, breath, and time to repent. 

1. God’s love to His holy people 
2. God’s love to unbelievers 
3. God makes the final determination as to who is saved, but one may not be saved 

unless he believes,… 
4. and those who disbelieve die for their own sins. 

a. Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn 
back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
Ezek.33:11 

b. Is God’s opportunity as given in the Gospel for His love and salvation 
sincere and real even to the non-elect? How so?...If anyone believes in 



 

 

Jesus as Savior, they will be saved. This promise applies to all mankind. It is 
not just potential to some. Believe in Jesus and you will be saved. 

 
God’s Saving Love. The Gospel (Good news) of Jesus Christ—The Love of God saving sinners  

I. All mankind is sinful  
A. God is perfect in Holiness, so no man can be with God without also being (made) perfect in 

obedience and holiness.  
A. Amazing love—Old Testament believers looked forward in faith for God to send the 

promised Messiah Savior Christ, perfect in holiness, obedience, and sacrifice, to pay 
the penalty for their sins and deliver them from sin and death and giving them His 
holiness and eternal life. 

B. New Testament believers look backwards in faith to God who sent the promised 
Messiah Savior Jesus Christ, perfect in holiness, obedience, and sacrifice, who paid 
the penalty for their sins delivering them from sin and death and giving them His 
holiness and eternal life. 

1. but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. Rom 5:8 

II. God’s Love Never Fails 
A. No one can separate us from the love of God. 
B. God expects for us to imitate His love in this world and to lay down our lives for Him and to 

others. 
III. God’s Love reaches back to eternity  

A. He created us to be His people, the objects of His love, and to know His love. He prepared 
salvation for us before anything was created and it was through His Son. God gave us 
everything in Jesus our Savior. To know God’s love is to be filled with His fullness. 

 
God’s Loving Lordship 

I. God’s Love is Sovereign and Controlling 
A. Open Theists & Arminians wrongly believe that God’s love never controls people and 

wrongly believe that God only acts to persuade people. They believe that God respects 
human autonomous freedoms. But, God’s Love does certainly coerce some (all) people 

II. Does God Violate Our Free Will?  (when converting us…Yes & No) 
A. Yes, as He acts upon us, against our (former) desires, by giving us a new heart living of flesh, 

and taking away our dead heart of stone—when we don’t want Him to do this. 
B. No, He does not violate our free will (after He replaces our heart and makes us alive 

spiritually), for once we are made alive, our desires change. He renews our will, and our will 
then seeks, desires and choses God. 

C. God Sovereignly acts first. No Man seeks God before God makes him alive. 
1. God does not coerce our will. God changes our heart and our will. 

 
God’s Eternal Love 

I. God’s Love now and in eternity 
A. Pure love 
B. Everlasting joy and ever-increasing pleasure 
C. Enjoying God and worshipping Him forever 
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God’s Grace to Mankind 
 

I. God’s Utmost Love is Displayed in His Grace and Mercy 
A. As our working definition we will define Grace this way… 

1. Grace: God’s Sovereign, unmerited favor and power, given freely to those who 
deserve His wrath 

2. Mercy:  God’s transfer of our due punishment for sin to His Son 
a. (God) says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I 

will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” So then it depends 
not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. Rom. 9:15 

Common Grace 
I. God’s Universal Goodness and Love for All Mankind 

A. Grace to the elect and non-elect 
1. The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made. Ps. 145:9 
2. John Murray defines common grace as…“every favor of whatever kind or 

degree, falling short of salvation, which this undeserving and sin-cursed world 
enjoys at the hand of God.” 

II. Various Aspects of Common Grace that Apply to All Mankind 
A. God restrains sin 

1. …it was I who kept you from sinning against me. Therefore I did not let you 
touch her. Gen 20:6 

B. God restrains His wrath 
1. The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, Acts 17:30 
C. God is patient in executing His wrath 

1. Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, 
not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? Rom. 2:4 

D. God gives temporal blessings to all 
1. The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 

You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing. Ps. 145:15-16  
E. Unregenerate people do good (in one sense) 

1. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? 
For even sinners do the same. Luke 6:33 

F. Unregenerate people know truth 
1.  For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it 

to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 
things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they 
knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they 



 

 

became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Rom. 
1:19-21 

G. Unregenerate people know some blessings of the Holy Spirit 
1. For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who 

have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have 
tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, 
and then have fallen away, to restore them… Heb. 6:4-6 

2. Frame “the blessings of God’s common grace look very much like the blessings 
of salvation itself. But God sees the heart of the non-believer and knows that 
beneath his surface piety there is no authentic repentance or faith.” 

Particular Grace 
I. God’s Love for His Chosen People  

A. Grace is God’s utterly personal favor toward His people. 
1. (The LORD) says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will 

have compassion on whom I have compassion.” So then it depends not on 
human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. Rom. 9:15 

B. Grace is the power of God actively enabling his people bringing forth faith and 
obedience to God (good works) 

1. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who through grace had believed, 
Acts 18:27 

C. The Grace of God is the power of the Gospel 
1. So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore 

witness to the word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by 
their hands. Acts 14:3 

D. The Grace of God is salvation apart from the works of the law 
1. But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 

although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, Rom. 3:21-24 

II. The LORD’s Compassion is a necessary ingredient of His love 
A. God show compassion after he punishes sin 

1. And he prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord, is not this what I said when I was 
yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that 
you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love, and relenting from disaster. Jonah 4:2 

B. Jesus is moved by compassion and His people are to be compassionate 
III. Grace is God’s Power for a Christian’s Life 

A. God Empowers You 
1. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 

in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 2 Cor. 12:9 

2. Piper: Grace is not only a disposition or quality or an inclination in the nature of 
God, but is an influence or force or a power or an acting of God that works in us 
to change our capacities for work and suffering and obedience. 
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God’s Character & Actions 
I. Divine (Character) Attribute of Holiness 

A. When God does a mighty action (or work), ALL of his attributes come with Him. His 
attributes reveal who He is, what he does, how he acts, the authority he has, what he 
expects.   

II. God IS Righteous. This is His (Nature) Being 
A. God is Right. God is Just. God is True. God is Morally Excellent-Perfect 

1. “The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and 
without iniquity, just and upright is he. Deut. 32:4 

God’s Standards & Law 
I. God’s moral law is not an arbitrary standard of God 

A. God reveals Himself to us (personally) in His law. God’s law is the essence of who God is. 
1. You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. Lev. 19:2b 
2. (Jesus said) You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
3. but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is 

written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:15-16 
B. “The moral law is not something above God, that has authority over Him. Nor is it 

something that he created, as though he could change it at will. Rather, his moral 
standard is simply, himself, in person, his nature. His acts are righteous because he is a 
righteous God. Righteousness, therefore, is his desire, his pleasure. The standard of our 
moral behavior is not an abstract concept, but an infinite person, God himself.” 

C. Consider that for us to be in relation with God, we must be holy as he is holy. We must 
be righteous as he is righteous. This is why the law is an absolute standard to mankind. 
God is a person. His character is perfect and man must be perfect to be in relationship, 
fellowship, communion with him! 

D. We often act like God made up a bunch of arbitrary rules for us to follow to test if we 
would obey.  Not at all. His rules are his character displayed, and we must be of his 
character to be with him. We are to imitate his character and conduct. The law of God 
reveals both God’s Character and the standard for us to be holy as he is holy, so that we 
may be with him. 
1. And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this 

law that I set before you today? Deut. 4:8 
God’s Conduct, Judgments, Rewards, Punishments 

I. God’s rules of conduct to live a righteous life make known to us God’s own holiness   
A. When we obey his commands, we are living (by his power) in a manner that is most like 

him in holiness. 
B. We are commanded to NOT worship other gods 

1. “You shall have no other gods before me. Ex. 20:3 
C. We are commanded to NOT make idols 



 
     
 

D. We are commanded to NOT misuse his holy name 
E. We are commanded to work & rest 
F. He commands respect and obedience to authority structures 

1. “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you. Ex. 20:12 

G. He loves life 
1. “You shall not murder. Ex. 20:13 

H. He loves fidelity 
1. “You shall not commit adultery. Ex. 20:14 

I. He demands respect for ownership of possession 
1. “You shall not steal. Ex. 20:15 

J. He loves truth 
1. “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. Ex. 20:16 

K. He loves purity of heart 
1. “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's 

wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything 
that is your neighbor's.” Ex. 20:17 

II. Penalties are given to teach us about God’s righteousness 
A. As you have done, so it will be done to you (in penalty or reward) 

1. For the day of the Lord is near upon all the nations. As you have done, it shall be 
done to you; your deeds shall return on your own head. Ob. 1:15 

B. The wicked and the good will eat the fruit of their way 
1. The wage of the righteous leads to life, the gain of the wicked to sin. Prov. 10:16 

C. His way is perfect and fair 
1. “So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the 

Law and the Prophets. Matt. 7:12 
2. God’s ways are perfect and best and cannot be improved on in any way! 

D. All his judgements are right and true 
1. and He judges the world with righteousness; He judges the peoples with 

uprightness. Ps. 9:8 
God’s Righteousness Brings Salvation 

I. “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery. Ex. 20:2 

II. Put on Jesus - Imitate Christ 
A. and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of 

its creator. Col. 3:10 
B. “The righteousness that God expects from us is essentially to image his own ethical 

character, his love, his holiness, his own righteousness.” 
III. God’s righteousness and salvation are parallel in application 

A. “Listen to me, you stubborn of heart, you who are far from righteousness: I bring near 
my righteousness; it is not far off, and my salvation will not delay; I will put salvation in 
Zion, for Israel my glory.” Isa. 46:12-13 

IV. Christ’s work on the cross (for us) satisfied God’s justice, making us righteous  
A. Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness 

leads to justification and life for all men. Rom. 5:18 
 



 
     
 

    I AM  |  Lesson 4 
    God’s Holy Anger 

    MATT MIKLOVIC 
 
 
 
 
 

His Name is Jealous! 
I. Uncomfortable Characteristics of God 

A. Certain attributes of God, when discussed, make us uncomfortable. They are 
characteristics of God that might “seem” to conflict with other attributes of God.  Keep in 
mind that God is One, and when we discuss attributes we are dividing out specific aspects 
of His Character to describe Him and to know Him in a more complete fashion.  We must 
be careful never to compartmentalize our view of who God is based on an individual 
attribute.  We may not understand how “seemingly” opposing attributes exist in the same 
person of God, (for instance God’s Love and God’s Hatred).  

II. Is Jealousy a Negative Trait? 
A. NO!  Envy is negative and God never envies.  Jealousy is an aspect of God’s Love for His 

people. 
1. …for love is strong as death, jealousy is fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of 

fire, the very flame of the Lord. Song 8:6 
B. “Fiery Jealousy is part of love, the prerogative of love that is strong as death. It is the 

proper attitude of a man toward his wife!” 
1. For jealousy makes a man furious, and he will not spare when he takes revenge. 

Prov. 6:34 
C. “It is entirely right for him to be zealous for her purity and for the exclusiveness of her 

love to him.” 
1. “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, …You shall not bow down to them 

or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God,…” Ex. 20:4-6 
D. God’s jealousy is always directed against idolatry-against his people loving any other 

(false) gods.  Idolatry is like adultery to God 
1. But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord, for He is a holy 

God. He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you 
forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then He will turn and do you harm and 
consume you, after having done you good.” Josh. 24:19-20 

E. God’s jealousy is for His great name.  
1. …I will be jealous for my holy name. Ezek. 39:25 

F. God’s Jealousy is closely connected to God’s wrath and judgment 
1. For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. Deut. 4:24 

G. Adultery and Idolatry are a serious business. They are defined as capital crimes. 
1. “If a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor, both the adulterer and the 

adulteress shall surely be put to death. Lev. 20:10 
 
God’s is Love. Is God Hate? 

I. So, Why Does God Hate? 



 
     
 

A. God’s attribute of hate is an absolute necessity in the face of wickedness found in 
creation. God’s love and goodness could not exist (in fallen creation) if His hatred and 
wrath toward wickedness and evil did not exist. His love and hatred are the necessary 
opposite sides of the same coin. You can’t have one without the other. 
1. The Lord tests the righteous, but His soul hates the wicked and the one who loves 

violence. Ps. 11:5 
B. God loves and hates at the same time.  His love toward His people will be hatred toward 

their enemies. “Before an elect person is converted, God both loves and hates him.” 
1. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son,... 

Rom. 5:10a  
C. We too, must hate even our own lives if we are to follow Jesus. 

1. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it 
for eternal life. John 12:25 

2. Is there hatred in the relationship of the Godhead…the Trinity?  No. Complete love 
and perfect holiness has no wickedness or evil to deal with. There is only love, 
perfection, righteousness, and holiness in the Godhead. 

3. Will there be hatred (in heaven) after the final judgement and new creation? It will 
not be necessary, since there will be no evil or wickedness any longer, among God’s 
people 

 
God’s Holy Wrath, Anger, and Punishment 

I. All of Mankind is Already Under the Wrath of God, except the converted Christians 
A. Wrath is directly from God 

1. For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. Rom. 1:18 

B. God’s wrath includes giving men over to their sins as preliminary judgement (even in hope 
that this will cause some to repent). 
1. Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 

dishonoring of their bodies among themselves,… For this reason God gave them up 
to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that 
are contrary to nature;… And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave 
them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. Rom. 1:24, 26, 28 

II. God is Absolutely Terrifying  
A. Who can stand in the presence of the LORD? 

1. But who can endure the day of His coming, and who can stand when He appears? 
For He is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. Mal. 3:2 

B. God’s purity and holiness is pure holy fire 
1. for our God is a consuming fire. Heb. 12:29 

C. God defers His wrath for the sake of His love 
1. “For my name's sake I defer my anger, for the sake of my praise I restrain it for you, 

that I may not cut you off. Isa. 48:9 
D. God’s anger turns to favor when His people repent 

1. For His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may tarry 
for the night, but joy comes with the morning. Ps. 30:5 

E. Fierce unbearable eternal judgment awaits the wicked, who reject His Son’s salvation 
1. And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Mat. 25:46 
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God’s Holiness—Holy, Holy, Holy (Perfection multiplied to the infinite perfection.  (set-apart, 
set-apart, set-apart) from all creation 

I. God guards His holy reputation 
A. God is perfect in righteous holiness 

1. But I had concern for my holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among 
the nations to which they came…And I will vindicate the holiness of my great 
name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned 
among them. And the nations will know that I am the Lord, declares the Lord God, 
when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. Ezek. 36:21-23 

B. God’s holiness demands exclusive worship 
1. Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do 

that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of 
Jesus. Worship God.” Rev. 19:10 

C. He disciplines believers to impart His holiness to them 
1. For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but He disciplines 

us for our good, that we may share His holiness. Heb. 12:10 
D. His holiness is unique 

1. “Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? Ex. 15:11 

E. His holiness is the standard for believers’ behavior 
1. “Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You shall be 

holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. Lev. 19:2 
F. His holy presence rejects impurity 

1. And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole 
earth is full of His glory!” And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice 
of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! For 
I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 

G. No one else is holy like He is 
1. “There is none holy like the Lord: for there is none besides you; there is no rock like 

our God. 1 Sam. 2:2 
H. The most holy One deserves constant honor 

1. And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around 
and within, and day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 
God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” Rev. 4:8 

II. God is radically different from us.  He is not just ethically Holy (as would pertain to His 
creation), but He is wholly different as the creator being. All His being, all His attributes, all 
His actions,…are Holy. 
A. When Yahweh first meets with Moses—Moses understands holiness. 



 
     
 

1. …God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on 
which you are standing is holy ground.” And He said, “I am the God of your father, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his 
face, for he was afraid to look at God. Ex. 3:4b-6 

2. The ground (the stuff of creation) is not in itself special or dangerous.  No the 
ground is special and dangerous because Yahweh, the supreme holy one is there. 
Anything (creation) brought into the presence of God is made holy by His being 
(pure fire)—either to salvation, or destruction. 

B. Moses understands the danger of God’s holiness (Back-Away) 
1. “And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying, ‘Take care not to go up 

into the mountain or touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be 
put to death. No hand shall touch him, but he shall be stoned or shot; whether 
beast or man, he shall not live.’ When the trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall 
come up to the mountain.” Ex 19:12-13 

C. God draws us to Himself and makes us holy (separate yourselves to God). 
1. “For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen 

you to be a people for His treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on 
the face of the earth.” Deut. 7:6 

D. God’s people are moved to worship God in holiness 
1. Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus 

let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, Heb. 12:28 
E. Jesus is the Holy One of God 

1. But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be 
granted to you, Acts 3:14 

 
Jesus is the High Priest, the Sacrifice, the Tabernacle of God (God dwelling with man) 

I. The Tabernacle (Temple) 
A. Gate - Jesus is the Gate, the path (way) to the father 
B. Altar (Bronze) - Jesus is the perfect sacrifice satisfying God’s wrath 
C. The Sea (Bronze) 
D. The Lampstand – Jesus is the light 
E. The Table of Shewbread – Jesus is the bread 
F. The Incense – Jesus is our intercessor 
G. The Veil—Jesus’ flesh is the veil 

1. by the new and living way that He (Jesus) opened for us through the Veil, that is, 
through His flesh, Heb. 10:20 

II. The Ark of the Covenant 
A. The Ark (wood/gold) — Man, holder of the tablets (the Law of God) 
B. Mercy Seat-Solid Gold (Jesus) — The blood of Jesus (the sacrifice) poured out 
C. The Angels (gold) — The very presence of our Holy God-between outstretched wings 

and veiled faces 
D. God meets with man 

III. Jesus Christ fulfilled every element of the tabernacle to make holy sinful man 
A. God’s wrath and God’s law…satisfied. Man can now be with God. 
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God’s Ordains and Controls All Evil 
I. Consider the daily evil events of this world   

A. Would you describe the world as mostly good, or mostly evil?  
B. Do you have hard days?  
C. Is your life difficult much of the time? 
D. Is wickedness 100% under God’s control and plan? 

II. The Nature of Evil 
A. Physical evil: He ordains calamities 

1. Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that good and bad come? Lam. 3:38 
2. COVID 
3. “‘See now that I, even I, am He, and there is no god beside me; I kill and I make alive; 

I wound and I heal; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand. Deut. 32:39 
4. God Ordains Natural Calamities 

a. I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, I am the 
Lord, who does all these things. Isa. 45:7 

B. Moral evil: He ordains sinful actions 
1. Again the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and He incited David against 

them, saying, “Go, number Israel and Judah.” 2 Sam. 24:1 
 
God Uses Evil for Good 

I. Evil is used by God for a greater good 
A. But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant 

evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be 
kept alive, as they are today. Gen. 50:19-20 

B. Jonathan Edwards: Thus in one sense God wills that what he hates come to pass, as well 
as what he loves. Edwards says, God may hate a thing as it is in itself, and considered 
simply as evil, and yet… it may be his will it should come to pass, considering all 
consequences… God doesn't will sin as sin or for the sake of anything evil; though it be 
His pleasure so to order things, that He permitting, sin will come to pass; for the sake of 
the great good that by His disposal shall be the consequence. His willing to order things 
so that evil should come to pass, for the sake of the contrary good, is no argument that 
He doesn't hate evil, as evil: and if so, then it is no reason why He may not reasonably 
forbid evil as evil, and punish it as such. 

II. Is God the Author of Sin 
A. God does not commit sin by ordaining sin 

1. Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, and He himself tempts no one… Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change. James 1:13, 17 



 
     
 

2. Edwards answers, "If by 'the author of sin,' be meant the sinner, the agent, or the 
actor of sin, or the doer of a wicked thing… it would be a reproach and blasphemy, to 
suppose God to be the author of sin. In this sense, I utterly deny God to be the author 
of sin." But, he argues, willing that sin exist in the world is not the same as sinning. 
God does not commit sin in willing that there be sin. 

B. Is God less Glorious because He Ordained that Evil Be? 
1. No, He displays Himself more glorious 

a. You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” 
But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its 
molder, “Why have you made me like this?”… What if God, desiring to show His 
wrath and to make known His power, has endured with much patience vessels 
of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to make known the riches of His 
glory for vessels of mercy, which He has prepared beforehand for glory — Rom 
9:18-23 

b. Jonathan Edwards:  Thus it is necessary, that God's awful majesty, His authority 
and dreadful greatness, justice, and holiness, should be manifested. But this could 
not be, unless sin and punishment had been decreed; so that the shining forth of 
God's glory would be very imperfect, both because these parts of divine glory 
would not shine forth as the others do, and also the glory of His goodness, love, 
and holiness would be faint without them; nay, they could scarcely shine forth at 
all. If it were not right that God should decree and permit and punish sin, there 
could be no manifestation of God's holiness in hatred of sin, or in showing any 
preference, in His providence, of godliness before it. There would be no 
manifestation of God's grace or true goodness, if there was no sin to be pardoned, 
no misery to be saved from. How much happiness soever He bestowed, His 
goodness would not be so much prized and admired… So evil is necessary, in 
order to the highest happiness of the creature, and the completeness of that 
communication of God, for which He made the world; because the creature's 
happiness consists in the knowledge of God, and the sense of His love. And if the 
knowledge of Him be imperfect, the happiness of the creature must be 
proportionably imperfect. 

c. John Piper:  So the answer to the question…, "Is God less glorious because he 
ordained that evil be?" is no, just the opposite. God is more glorious for having 
conceived and created and governed a world like this with all its evil. The effort 
to absolve Him by denying His foreknowledge of sin or by denying His control of 
sin is fatal, and a great dishonor to His word and His wisdom. 

d. WCF:  1. God, from all eternity, did, by the most wise and holy counsel of His own 
will, freely, and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass: yet so, as 
thereby neither is God the author of sin, nor is violence offered to the will of the 
creatures; nor is the liberty or contingency of second causes taken away, but 
rather established. 2. Although God knows whatsoever may or can come to pass 
upon all supposed conditions, yet hath He not decreed anything because he 
foresaw it as future, or as that which would come to pass upon such conditions. 
3. By the decree of God, for the manifestation of His glory, some men and angels 
are predestinated unto everlasting life; and others foreordained to everlasting 
death. 

 


