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Current State of Affairs Regarding the Church 
 
Ekklesia: the term “Church” in the Bible  

I. The word Church signifies the whole body of the faithful, whether in heaven or on earth, 
who have been or shall be spiritually united to Christ as their Savior. 

A. Matthew 16:17–18 
II. The term Church is made use of in Scripture to denote the whole body throughout the world 

of those that outwardly profess the faith of Christ. 
A. Acts 2:47 

III. The term Church is frequently employed in Scripture to denote the body of believers in any 
particular place, associated together in the worship of God. 

A. Romans 16:3-5 
IV. The word Church is applied in the New Testament to a number of congregations associated 

together under a common government. 
A.  “The Church at Jerusalem” type language (various places in New Testament) 

V. The word Church is applied in the New Testament to the body of professing believers in any 
place, as represented by their rulers and office-bearers. 

A. Matthew 18:15-17 
 
Loving the Church as Jesus Does 

I. Ephesians 5:25–30 
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What does the Church do? 

I. Cultural Mandate  
A. Genesis 1:28  

II. The Great Commission  
A. Matthew 28:18-19 
B. The Church’s task in a day of individualism  

III. How the Apostles obeyed Jesus’ command  
A. Acts 2:42-47 
B. Four devotions / Means of grace 

 
The Teaching of the Apostles / Preaching of the Word  

I. They spoke the Words of God   
A. 2 Peter 1:20-21  

II. The normal tool God has promised to use to call souls out from the world, giving them faith 
and repentance, is preaching.  

A. Romans 10:13-15  
III. Our devotion to the teaching of the Apostles 
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Ordinary Means of Grace – God’s delivery systems 

I. The Teaching of the Apostles / The Word  
A. In a day when individualism owns our hearts, we need to recognize that the normal tool 

God has promised to use to call souls out from the world, giving them faith and 
repentance, is preaching.  

1. Romans 10:13–15 
 
Sacraments 

I. Baptism - Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, not only 
for the solemn admission of the party baptized into the visible church; but also, to be unto 
him a sign and seal of the covenant of grace, of his ingrafting into Christ, of regeneration, of 
remission of sins, and of his giving up unto God, through Jesus Christ, to walk in the newness 
of life. Which sacrament is, by Christ’s own appointment, to be continued in his church until 
the end of the world. (WCF 28.1) 

 
II. The Lord’s Supper - Our Lord Jesus, in the night wherein he was betrayed, instituted the 

sacrament of his body and blood, called the Lord’s Supper, to be observed in his church, 
unto the end of the world, for the perpetual remembrance of the sacrifice of himself in his 
death (substitutionary atonement); the sealing of all benefits thereof unto true believers, 
their spiritual nourishment and growth in him, their further engagement in and to all duties 
which they owe unto him; and, to be a bond and pledge of their communion with him, and 
with each other, as members of his mystical body (WCF 29.1).   
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What does the Spirit do in the lives of Believers?  
 
Receiving and being filled with the Holy Spirit  

I. Receiving (John 3:3-8) 
A. Baptism of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13) 
B. Everybody who is converted, everyone who is a Christian, is baptized in the Spirit. 

II. Being filled  
A. Don’t be filled with wine BUT be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) 
B. The way in which we conduct ourselves has a reciprocal relationship with the Holy 

Spirit’s filling in our lives. 
 
The Fruit and Gifts of the Spirit  

I. Fruit  
A. Seen and felt (Matthew 7:15-20) 
B. Divine sovereignty and human responsibility work hand-in-hand 

II. Gifts  
A. We all have been given various gifts (1 Co 12:4–11, Ro 12:6–8, Ex 31:1–5) 
B. What is the purpose of our gifts?  
C. Warning against jealousy and envy  

 
 



 
     
 

    Life in  His Body  |  Lesson 5 
    Church Authority & Discipline 

    NATHAN BAYLY 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Source of authority  

I. Psalm 8, Genesis 1:28, 2:19–20 
 
God has always appointed leaders to shepherd His people  

I. Patriarchs 
II. Moses and the priests 

A. The keys of the Kingdom / Authority in the church  
B. Matthew 16:13-19 

III. Biblical eldership  
A. Acts 20:28-31, Acts 14:23, Titus 1:6-9 

 
Church Discipline 

I. Preventative Discipline 
A. 1 Timothy 4:6-11 

II. Prescriptive Discipline 
A. Matthew 18:15-17, 1 Corinthians 5:1-3, Titus 3:9-11 

III. The purpose of discipline 
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The centrality of worship to everyone’s life  

I. Everyone worships  
A. Ex 20:1–6. 
B. Php 3:18–19 
C. Ac 17:22–23 
D. Ro 1:22–25 

II. We were created to worship  
III. What worship is 

A. External expression and internal reality 
1. Mt 15:8–9 

 
Our worship is 

I. Corporate  
II. Humble  
III. Dangerous  
IV. Glorious  
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