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St. Athanasius (298-373) 

I. Christendom’s most prominent advocate of Trinitarian theology 
A. Arian controversy 
B. For Athanasius, the doctrine of salvation was at issue 
C. Athanasius spent his life advocating the orthodox teachings on the Trinity 

II. Nicene Creed 
A. The most universally affirmed confession of faith in Christendom 
B. Sought to establish a proper understanding of the Trinity and the divinity of Christ 

III. Knowing God 
A. Athanasius believed that God is both transcendent and immanent 
B. He believed it is God’s great desire to be known and enjoyed by man 

 
What Does God Know? 

I. God Knows Everything (Ps 147:5; 1 Jn 3:20) 
A. Perfect in knowledge (Job 37:16) 
B. Concurrently, God knows the future (Ps 139:4; Is 46:9-10) 
C. His omniscience cannot be separated from His sovereign power and control  

II. God fully knows Himself (1 Cor 2:10-11) 
 
Man’s Knowledge 

I. God’s knowledge is divine while our knowledge is creaturely 
A. Being created in the image of God, some of our knowledge reflects God’s 
B. Contrasting man’s knowledge with God’s 

II. Man’s mind is derivative  
A. The mind of man is not self-sufficient 
B. We can only make sense of the world through the lens of God’s Word 

 
The Incomprehensibility of God 

I. We cannot comprehend God exhaustively (Ps 139:6; Is 55:8-9; Rom 11:33) 
II. Why God Is Incomprehensible 

A. God is infinite and His creatures are finite 
B. God’s attributes are perfect and far beyond the realm of human experience 
C. Our whole nature is corrupt (Rom 1:18)  

 
God is Knowable 

I. All mankind has a sense of God’s existence (Rom 1:20) 
II. Knowing God in truth and obedience 



 
     
 

A. Though we cannot know God exhaustively, we can certainly know true things about God 
(e.g., Ps 145:171; John 4:8, 24; Rom 3:26; Eph 2:4) 

B. Though impossible to know God fully, it is possible to know Him truly 
1. To know God is different from knowing about God.  
2. Scripture speaks of our knowledge of God as relational (Jer 9:24; Mt 11:27) 

III. Knowing God in unbelief and disobedience 
 
Application: Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom 

I. The nature of God’s knowledge is exhaustive because of His sovereignty 
A. Thus, God is to be feared because of who He is 
B. The mind of man plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps. (Pro 16:9) 

II. What is the fear of the Lord? 
A. Luther made a distinction between servile fear and filial fear 
B. While helpful, fearing God in solely a filial sense may fall short of what we see in 

Scripture (Mt 10:28; Acts 5:1-11; Heb 12:29) 
III. Why the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom 
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John Calvin (1509-1564), Theologian of the Holy Spirit 

I. Provided a rich and full doctrine of the work of the Holy Spirit 
II. To know God requires the work of the Holy Spirit 

A. Our knowledge of God fails of its proper effect because of man’s sin 
B. An objective revelation from God combined with the work of the Holy Spirit was 

rendered necessary 
III. Institutes of the Christian Religion 

A. Calvin’s Institutes (5th edition, 1559) is “one of the great wonders of the literary world” 
(J. I. Packer) 

B. B. B. Warfield suggests that upon its publication, the Institutes became the universal 
property of Christian thought 

 
The Pursuit of Knowing God 

I. It is possible to have great knowledge of God without truly knowing Him 
A. Example of contrasting “knowledge of” with “knowing” 
B. Christian programming does not ensure an intimate knowledge of God 
C. Can we pursue godliness and not truly know God? 

II. God is knowable (Acts 17:24-28) 
III. Our purpose in life 

A. The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever 
B. Knowing God by J. I. Packer 

1. Our purpose in life is to know God 
2. God Himself desires that we would know Him 

C. How can we turn our knowledge about God into knowledge of God 
 
What it Means to Know Someone 

I. Epistemology (the study of knowledge) 
A. The substance and acquisition of knowledge is a key concern in philosophy 
B. We often contrast knowledge with belief 
C. Traditional definition of knowledge is justified true belief (cf. John 20:29) 

II. Can we know a person? 
A. Knowing a person presupposes a relationship 
B. Interpersonal knowledge is a kind of relationship that is created and sustained  

 
That I May Know Him 

I. The greatest desire 
A. God is knowable and your goal in life should be to know God 
B. Paul’s greatest desire was to know God (Philippians 3:8-11) 



 
     
 

II. Paul writes Philippians 3:8-11 as a saved man 
A. His ongoing mission is to know Christ (Colossians 2:6) 
B. Similar exhortation (1 Peter 2:21; 1 John 2:6) 
C. To walk in Christ requires true knowledge of Christ 
D. Knowing Christ will enable a godly walk (Isaiah 30:19-21)  
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John Owen (1616-1683) 

I. England’s champion of Reformed orthodoxy 
A. Foremost among the Puritan theologians 
B. “In an age of giants, he overtopped them all.” (J. I. Packer) 

II. His work 
A. Owen was one of the most published writers in the seventeenth century 
B. The Death of Death in the Death of Christ is probably the most persuasive book ever 

written on the doctrine of limited atonement 
C. Owen was chaplain and adviser to Oliver Cromwell 

III. Owen’s life was incredibly difficult 
A. Restoration and Charles II ascension to power 
B. He buried his first wife and their eleven children 

IV. Owen believed the goal of the Christian life was knowing God 
A. Endeavored to clearly show how Christians relate to each person of the Trinity 
B. The goal of the gospel 
C. Communion with God is among his most celebrated achievements 

 
Knowing Christ is the Logical Starting Point 

I. Knowing Jesus more direct (John 20:31; Philippians 2:7) 
II. To know Jesus is to know God 

A. Jesus embodies the divine character of the Father (John 8:19) 
B. Observing the ministry of Christ is to witness the work of the Father (John 10:38; 14:7) 

 
A Path to Knowing Christ 

I. Start with an accurate view of Jesus 
A. Jesus is the Christ, the Holy One of God (John 6:48; 66-69; Mt 16:15-17) 
B. Revere Christ as Lord in your heart (1 Peter 3:15; John 15:15) 
C. Peter sees his relationship as a bond-servant with Christ (2 Peter 1:1) 

II. To know Christ requires intentional effort 
A. Actively pursue a knowledge of God 
B. “Simple but demanding” 

III. Regular communication is required 
A. The activity of knowing someone requires habitual interaction (Colossians 2:6) 
B. It is not enough to be in Christ; we must abide in Christ (John 15:7) 
C. “We are too needy to be satisfied by a mere creature.” (Owen) 

IV. Ethical renewal is the source of deeper knowledge 
A. The challenge to live as Christ did (1 Peter 2:21; 4:13) 
B. Proving what is most excellent (Philippians 1:9–10) 



 
     
 
The process of ethical renewal (Romans 12:1-2; Philippians 3:8) 
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Charles H. Spurgeon (1834-1892)  
I. Prince of Preachers  

A. Never attended any formal theological school 
B. New Park Street Church 
C. Expansion necessary, but at great cost 
D. Goal of ministering in the inner city of London maintained 

II. Prime Minister William Gladstone called him “The Last Puritan”  
A. Spurgeon was both Calvinistic and evangelical 
B. No one is more published, but controversy always followed 

III. The Downgrade Controversy  
A. Spurgeon observes the steady decline taking place among Evangelicals  
B. Came under fire by other members of the Baptist Union 
C. The Controversy was personally costly to Spurgeon 

 
Head or Heart?  

I. Christianity is a “heart religion” (Col 1:9-10; 3:11) 
II. How we receive knowledge  

A. Is there a meaningful distinction between the role of the heart and of the mind? 
B. What is the role of reason, emotion, and experience?  

 
The Heart  

I. The knowledge of God is a heart-knowledge  
A. The heart is the seat of understanding (Is 6:10; Mt 5:8)  
B. The source of thought, volition, attitude, and speech (Ps 14:1; Mt 12:34)  

II. The implication of a corrupt heart  
A. The heart of man is desperately wicked (Jer 17:9) 
B. As such, our behavior reflects the condition of our heart (Mt 15:9; 23:26)   

III. Heart knowledge is a “whole-person” knowledge  
 
The Mind and Reason  

I. Jesus appears to draw a distinction between heart and mind (Mt 22:37; Dt 6:5)  
II. Reason  

A. What is the role of reason with respect to knowing God more fully? 
B. God is a rational being (Ps 31:5; Jn 5:6; 17:3) 
C. The essence of God is logic (Ps 1:18) 

 
Perception and Experience  

I. The epistemology of perception  
A. Process of acquiring information using our five senses 



 
     
 

B. Source of empirical knowledge 
C. Perception may differ from reality 

II. Examples of perception from Scripture (Mt 15:10; Rom1:20; 1 Jn 4:14) 
III. Experience  

A. Refers to conscious events in general 
B. Includes perception, both objective and subjective 
C. Can we experience the working of God in our life? (cf. Lam 3:22-24) 

IV. Scripture exhorts us to experience God’s lovingkindness (Ps 34:8; Mk 9:1; Jn 14:16-17; 1 Pet 
2:2-3) 

V. The testimony of experience  
A. Must carefully examine the content of our experiences 
B. Scripture is full of such testimony for the purpose of encouraging us (Jn 9:25) 
C. Do not undervalue experience (Mt 6:33-34; Rom 10:14)  

 
Emotions  

I. Epistemology not commonly associated with the expression of emotion 
II. Emotion defined 

A. “No aspect of our mental life is more important to the quality and meaning of our 
existence than the emotions.” (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy) 

B. Are emotions physical or spiritual? 
III. Example from Scripture  

A. Satan’s temptation in the garden (Genesis 3:5-7) 
B. Scripture often teaches us how to respond emotionally (Mt 5:11-12; 1 Pet 4:12-14; Pro 

8:13) 
IV. How emotions contribute to gathering knowledge  
V. Biblical perspective on emotions  

A. God created us as emotional beings  
B. Given our corruption after the fall, even our emotions are marred by sin 
C. Jesus is our model of emotional functioning (Jn 15: 11; 17: 13; Mat 9: 36; 15: 32; Mk 11: 

15-18; Jn 11: 35, 38; Mt 26: 36-42) 
D. We can experience emotions appropriately (2 Cor 5:17) 
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Charles Hodge (1797-1878)  

I. Princeton 
A. The Log College founded in 1727 
B. Renamed Princeton University in 1896 

II. A systematic theologian 
A. Hodge graduated Princeton College in 1815 
B. Graduates Princeton Theological Seminary in 1819 
C. The principal, Archibald Alexander mentored Hodge to be his successor 
D. Hodge counted among America’s most influential theologians 

 
Angels 

I. Little propositional language regarding angels in Scripture 
A. Great deal of propositional language in Scripture (e.g., John 14:6; Tim 3:16; Acts 2:21) 
B. Must take an inductive approach to study angels 

II. Nature 
A. God created angels (Neh 9:6; Col 1:6) 
B. Angels are spirits 

1. A propositional statement regarding angels is found in Hebrews 1:14 
2. Spirits don’t have physical bodies (Lk 24:39) 
3. Yet, many instances of angels taking a human form (Gen 19:1; Heb 13:2) 

C. Angels appear to have a hierarchy 
1. The angel Michael is called an archangel (Jude 9) 
2. There are three different types of angels (Gen 3:24; Is 6:2-2; Rev 4:8) 

D. Angels are powerful 
1. Angels do God’s bidding (Ps 103:20; 2 Sam 24:16; Is 37:36) 
2. Battle against Satan’s evil forces (Rev 12:7-8) 

E. Angels do not possess divine power (cf. Dan 10:13) 
III. Role 

A. Servants of God 
1. Angel comes from a Greek word meaning “messenger” (e.g., Acts 8:26) 
2. Carry out some of God’s judgments (2 Chron 32:21; Rev 16:1) 
3. Angels patrol the earth as God’s representatives (Zech 1:11) 
4. When Christ returns, an archangel will proclaim His coming (1 Th 4:16) 

B. Ministering servants to God’s people 
1. Angels tasked with serving us (Heb 1:14) 
2. Uncertainty regarding “guardian angels” (cf. Ps 91:11-12; Mt 18:10)  

C. Angels glorify God (Ps 103:20; Luke 2:14; Heb 1:6) 
 



 
     
 
Satan and Demons 

I. State of angelic beings 
A. All angels were originally holy (Jude 6) 
B. Some angels must have defected from their original condition (Is 14:12-14) 

II. Satan is the head of the demons (Job 1:6; Zech 3:1; Luke 10:18) 
A. In the spiritual world there is only one devil (Satan), but many demons 
B. Other names for Satan (Mt 25:41; Rev 20:2; 2 Corinthians 11:3; Rev 12:9; Mt 12:24; Jn 

12:31; Eph 2:2; Mt 13:19; 1 Jn 2:13) 
III. Work of Satan and demons 

A. The originator of sin (Jn 8:44) 
B. Satan seeks to have dominion over all men (Col 1:13-14) 
C. Demons labor to oppose and destroy every work of God (Rev 12:9; 2 Co 4:3-4) 

IV. The future of Satan and demons 
A. Destiny of Satan and his angels is the eternal lake of fire (Mt 25:41; Rev 20:10) 
B. Formidable, but beatable (1 Jn 4:4) 
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J.C. Ryle (1816-1900) 

I. Early life 
II. Three years at Oxford 
III. A change of direction 
IV. Effects of Ryle’s ministry 

 
The Nature of Spiritual Warfare 

I. Do we take spiritual warfare seriously? 
A. Philosophical belief that everything arises from natural properties and causes 
B. Naturalism is in direct conflict with Scripture (Gen 3:13, 15; 1 Pet 5:8) 

II. Spiritual warfare is extensive (Eph 6:12) 
A. Not limited to our struggle with Satan and his demons 
B. Spiritual warfare is the battle against the world, the flesh, and the devil 

III. Not all sin is from Satan and demons (Rom 5:12; 7:21; James 1:14–15; 1 John 1:8) 
 
Common Questions about Spiritual Warfare 

I. Can a Christian be demon-possessed? 
A. Examples in Scripture (Mt 8:16, 28; Mk 1:32; 5:18; Lk 4:33) 
B. Believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit (Rom 8:9-10; 1 Cor 3:16) 

1. No room for both the Holy Spirit and a demon in a believer (Mark 3:24) 
2. Christians walk in the newness of life (Rom 6:4; 2 Cor 5:17) 

II. Should we rebuke evil spirits? 
A. Should Jesus’ experience be normative for us? (Mt 4:10) 
B. Be careful of presumption (1 Cor 12:8-10) 
C. Offense is the best defense (James 4:72; Cor 10:3-4) 

III. Should we blame Satan for our sin? 
A. The first place to start (Mt 26:41; James 1:14; Rom 7:18-21) 
B. Example of Eve (Gen 3:1-24) 
C. The reason for confidence (1 John 4:4; Eph 6:10-20) 

 
Why Christians Can Overcome the Wiles of the Devil 

I. Part of Jesus’ mission was to overthrow the work of Satan (John 12:27-31; Col 2:15; Heb 
2:14; 1 John 3:8b) 

II. Satan and demons have much less power than the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom 8:9; 2 Tim 
1:7; 1 John 4:4; 5:18) 

III. Satan is like a “chained dog” (Martin Luther) 
 

 



 
     
 
Securing Victory Over Satan 

I. “Victory is the only satisfactory evidence that you have a saving religion.” (Ryle) 
A. Are you at war with your sin? (1 John 1:8) 
B. Have you become too comfortable resting in grace? (Rom 6:1-2) 

II. “Resolve, by the grace of God, to be an overcoming Christian.” (Ryle) 
A. Prepare and expect to overcome 
B. True Christians experience progress 
C. Make prayer the greater work 
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The image of God in man 

I. Separate and distinct from the animals 
II. Characteristics 

A. Speech 
B. Love 
C. Creativity 
D. Holiness 
E. Immortality 

 
Man’s _____________  

I. Have dominion over the earth 
II. The cultural mandate 
III. Physical strength 
IV. Man serves as king over creation 
V. Responsible to worship and obey God 

 
Man’s ______________ 

I. Put over all the animals 
II. Speech 
III. Bringing God’s Word to the people 

 
Man’s ______________ 

I. Be fruitful and multiply 
II. Do all to glorify God 
III. To work and to rest 

 
Man as God’s Son 

I. Scriptural examples of sonship 
II. A son resembles his father 
III. Given a position of preference and authority 
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Both men and women are ____________ in God’s image 

I. Lordship attributes apply to both 
II. Cultural mandate is a joint responsibility 
III. Recreation to the image of Christ is applied to both  

 
Men and women are ___________ in the image of God 

I. A place of submission  
II. A willingness to submit for God’s sake 

 
Sexual differentiation itself images God 

I. Human sexuality mirrors God’s creativity 
II. Love between husband and wife a picture of God’s love for His people 
III. Covenant marriage a picture of God’s covenant relationship with man 
IV. Scripture imagery mostly male 
V. The submission of woman also images God 

 
Men and women equally ______________  God 

I. Sonship, adoption, and inheritance apply to both 
II. Servant-authority present in numerous areas 
III. Authority is given because of submission 

 
Adam and Eve and their ____________ and ____________  

I. The historicity of Adam and Eve 
II. Adam to lead 
III. Eve to be a helpmate 



 
     
 

    Jesus & Mankind  |  Lesson 3 
    Human Responsibility and Freedom 

    ANDREW VAN ENGEN 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Responsibility as accountability 

I. What does responsibility mean? 
A. ________________ to a higher authority 
B. ________________  for the consequences of our actions 

II. What are we responsible for? 
A. Our moral nature 
B. To seek salvation 
C. Everything we do and are 

1. We work because God works in us 
2. There is no hint that God’s sovereignty should encourage passivity or laziness 

 
Responsibility as liability 

I. The results of our actions 
II. The degree of guilt one bears as the result of wrongdoing 

 
Responsibility and ___________  

I. Ability to some extent limits responsibility 
II. In Scripture certain kinds of inability do limit responsibility to some degree 

A. Manslaughter versus intentional killing 
B. Intruder at night versus day 

III. Ignorance limits responsibility but does not eliminate it 
IV. Human ignorance of God is no excuse 
V. An increase in ability often brings an increase in responsibility 
VI. We all are totally responsible before the ultimate Judge of liability 
VII. Moral inability doesn’t mitigate guilt 
VIII. Can versus can’t 

 
 
Freedom 

I. Types of freedom 
II. Repentance and the Christian life 
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Man’s original goodness 
I. Types of goodness 

A. _____________  goodness – usefulness for some purpose 
B. _____________  goodness – physical beauty of some sort 
C. _____________  goodness – obeying God’s commands 
D. Our moral nature 

 
The nature of sin 

I. Criteria for good works – standard, goal, motive 
II. Definition of sin – disobedience, self-glorification, unbelief, or hatred 
III. Sin is irrational 
IV. Different types of sin 

 
The origin of sin 

I. The fall of man 
A. Satan’s temptation 
B. Corruption of relationship 
C. The fall is a historical event 

II. God’s response to the fall 
 
The effects of the fall 

I. _____________  
A. We are all guilty of Adam’s sin 
B. Through Adam’s disobedience we are all made sinners 

II. _____________  
A. For the woman 
B. For the man 

III. _____________  
A. Sinful from birth and from the heart 
B. Sin pervades our existence. 

 
Man’s total depravity 

I. Total versus absolute depravity 
II. The final word to believers is about overcoming 
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Christ-Centeredness 

I. Christianity is Christ 
II. A personal relationship to Jesus Christ, who is our Lord and Savior 
III. Christ centered – Christ is the great light that shines into every corner of human life, because  

He is Lord of all. 
IV. Christ is the living Word of God and the central theme of Scripture 

 
The Person of Christ 

I. The Deity of Christ 
A. Jesus is _______________ 
B. Jesus performs all actions of God: Creation, Providence, miracle, and redemption. 
C. Council of Nicea 

II. The Humanity of Christ 
A. Came in the flesh as a true man like ______________ 
B. His body was raised from the dead and shown to others 

III. The Incarnation 
A. He did this to save us from our ____________ 
B. For our help 

IV. Jesus’ Virginal Conception 
A. The __________________ in the womb of Mary was supernatural, the work of the Holy 

Spirit 
B. This shows a continuity and discontinuity with Adam and his descendants 

V. The Hypostatic Union 
A. Two ________________ in one person 
B. Council of Chalcedon in 451 AD fought two heresies 

1. Monophysitism – Jesus had only one nature 
2. Nestorianism – Taught that Jesus in effect two persons living in one body 

 
Christ the Image of God 

I. ______________ office 
A. He is the eternal Word of God 
B. He presents obedience to God’s commands and God’s promises 

II. _______________ office 
A. The sacrifice for all – the Lamb of God 
B. The Great High Priest of God 

III. _______________ office 
A. Was historically from the kingly line of David 
B. Ruler of all things as he accomplishes his redemptive work 
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Jesus’ Offices 

I. _____________ office 
A. He is the eternal Word of God 
B. He presents obedience to God’s commands and God’s promises 

II. _____________ office 
A. The sacrifice for all – the Lamb of God 
B. Active obedience – Jesus’ perfect life 
C. Passive obedience – Jesus’ death on the cross 

1. Expiation – Took our sins upon Himself 
2. Propitiation – Bore the wrath of God due to sin 
3. Reconciliation – Righteous in God’s sight 
4. Redemption – Literally to “buy back” 

D. Intercession 
1. His humanity is important as High Priest for us 
2. Praying for us right now at the right hand of God the Father 

III. ____________ office 
A. Was historically and is eternally King 
B. Ruler of all things as he accomplishes his redemptive work 

 
The States of Christ 

I. The ______________ of Christ 
A. Christ was sent in a lowly estate 
B. Christ humbled himself in life, death, and after death 

II. The _______________ of Christ 
A. Christ was exalted in his resurrection 
B. Christ was exalted in his ascension 

 
Union with Christ 

I. _____________  
A. God chose us before the foundation of the world 
B. Chosen in Christ 

II. ______________  
A. We are given a position of privilege 
B. We are given an inheritance of eternal life 

III. ________________  
A. God’s forgiveness of our sins is only because of our union with Christ 
B. Our regeneration to new life comes from Jesus’ resurrection 
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Who is the Holy Spirit? 

I. The Spirit is responsible for the application of redemption.  God plans, Jesus accomplishes, 
and the Spirit applies 

II. Can we list the characteristics of the Holy Spirit, what is the Spirit’s essential character? 
A. He has Divine attributes – omniscience (1 Cor 2:10-11), wisdom (Isaiah 11:2), 

omnipresence (Psalm 139:7-10), incomprehensibility (Isaiah 40:13), holiness  
B. He has Divine power, He performs all the acts of God– creation (Gen 1:2), judgment 

(John 16:8-11), giving life (Romans 8:11), participates in salvation 
(washed/sanctified/justified) (1 Cor 6:11), teacher of the church (2 Peter 1: 20-21) 

C. He is an object of worship – the Spirit is God, equal to the Father and Son, worthy of 
honor equal to theirs  

D. He is a Divine Person, not an impersonal force – masculine pronouns are used (John 
14:17), and because He is God’s wisdom (Isaiah 11:2) and mind (Romans 8:27), He can’t 
be impersonal   

 
What Does the Spirit Do? 

I. Involved in all the works of God, because He is God (Acts 5:4)  
A. The power of God exerted in the world (Acts 1:8) - Samson as an example (Judges 14:6) 
B. Speaks the word powerfully and authoritatively through preaching and prophets (1 

Peter 1: 10-11) (Matt 10:20) (John 3:34)  
C. The Spirit is God’s presence on earth (Psalm 139:7), the Spirit dwells in Christians as His 

temple (1 Cor 3:16), we worship God in spirit (John 4:24) 
II. The Spirit carries out offices like Jesus  

A. Prophet, Priest, King / Presence, Power, Authoritative Word  
 
The Spirit in the Lives of Believers 

I. What does the spirit do in the lives of believers? 
A. The Spirit provides everything that we need in our life with God! 
B. He gives us what we need for our present, continuing walk with God  

II. Look at Jesus’ earthly ministry for clues –the spirit descended like a dove (Matt 3:16), filled 
Jesus with power for preaching and miracles – we need to be ministered to in that same 
way! 
A. For us individually – equips us to serve (Deut 34:9), to preach (Acts 1:8), to pray 

(Romans 8:26), He regenerates us and gives new birth, sanctifies and makes us holy, He 
grieves with us over sin (Eph 4:30), He illumines us allowing us to understand (Psalm 
119:18), He persuades us of truth (1 Thess 1:5) 

B. For us corporately – creates unity and peace (Eph 4: 1-3), establishes the church as 
God’s sons and daughters, teacher of the church 



 
     
 
 
Ordo Salutis – the Order of Salvation 

I. When were you saved?  (Ephesians 1: 4, 7, 13) 
A. Before the foundation of the world (election) – God [salvation begins] 
B. On the cross at Calvary – Jesus [salvation is accomplished] 
C. When we came to believe in Jesus – Holy Spirit [salvation is applied] 
D. All three are correct, trinity involved in each, we will focus on the events involved in the 

application of redemption (number 3) over the coming weeks – this is the effectual 
calling of the Holy Spirit – Romans 8:28 

II. Salvation can be described by a series of “events” - calling, regeneration, conversion (faith, 
repentance), justification, adoption, sanctification, perseverance, glorification 
A. Romans 8: 29-30 is one example of a list that theologians use to propose and idea of the 

Ordo Salutis, it’s not a complete list here, but it suggests events and a “process” 
B. Frame argues that the exact order of timing is not important, but knowing them and the 

relationships between them is important 
 
Application 

I. The Holy Spirit is God, He has divine attributes, has divine power, is a divine person, is an 
object of worship 

II. The Holy Spirit calls us and gives us everything we need for our present, continuing walk 
with God, the process or events involved in our salvation (the focus of next week!) 
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Objective Salvation vs Subjective Salvation 

I. Justification and adoption are issues of status, we are or we aren’t (1 or a 0) so they are 
objective.  These events are real blessings that do not depend on our interpretations or 
feelings, they are not about the heart or things going on inside of us, they are external.   

II. Other events in salvation are subjective, they produce a profound change in us (1 
Corinthians 15:10) – Paul works harder as a result of God’s grace for example 

 
Regeneration – OT and NT Regeneration and New Birth 

I. After calling, the second event is regeneration or “new birth” – when God calls us into 
fellowship with Christ, He gives us a new life, a new heart 
A. Why do we need a new heart? (Jeremiah 17:9, Deut 6:6, 11:18, 32:46) – our hearts are 

deceitful and desperately sick – so in redemption God must change the heart 
B. Unless God Himself does a work of grace in a man, he can do only evil (Matt 12:33-35) 

II. Regeneration is a sovereign act of God, beginning a new spiritual life in us – through the 
new birth we gain new desire (knowledge – Col 3:10) and new ability (works – Eph 2:8-10) to 
serve God.  AND the new birth is also a qualification for entering the kingdom of God (John 
3:5) 
A. OT references – God calls the people to circumcise their hearts (Deut 10:16, 30:6) and 

describes how He will do this through grace, not their own strength (Jer 24:7, 31:33, 
32:39, Ezek 11:19) 

B. NT references – The new covenant, Jesus taught on regeneration that man’s 
righteousness is not sufficient to please God (Matt 5:20) 

C. John 3 and the encounter with Nicodemus makes it clear what is required (John 3:5) 
D. As effectual calling calls us into union with Christ, so regeneration is our union with Him 

in His resurrection life (we are raised with Him unto righteousness).  Regeneration is an 
act of the Holy Spirit, you can’t give birth to yourself, in rebirth we are passive.   

III. How do we know if someone is reborn?  John 3:7-8 – the act of it happening is a mystery 
A. What is the evidence of regeneration, what does it do for us? – primary evidence is faith 

(1 John 5:1) and good works – these are tightly tied together and are found in union.   
B. Other evidence includes righteousness (1 John 2:29), resisting temptation (1 John 3:9), 

and love (1 John 4:7)…also the fruits of the spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) – big picture, new 
birth is proved by obedience 

 
Other thoughts on regeneration… 

I. Regeneration is the cause of faith, the new birth enables you to see the kingdom of God 
(John 3:3)  
A. We are able to faithfully hear the Word of God because of this regeneration  
B. And…our calling and regeneration occur through the power of the Word (James 1:18)  



 
     
 

C. Then, our spiritual growth begins, a process in which we gain deeper understanding of 
the Word and its application to our lives, regeneration propels us into a life of faith (it’s 
a process) 

 
Saving Faith…a Gift from God…Essential for Good Works…Good Works Testify to True Faith 

I. What is saving faith?  Faith in Christ as Savior and Lord 
A. Three elements of saving faith – knowledge, belief, trust 

1. Knowledge – God exists, there is revelation about Him, the Word exists (Romans 
1:32, 10:14) 

2. Belief – The revelation about God is true, I know what it says and I believe it 
(Hebrews 11:16) 

3. Trust – I base my thoughts, actions, and behavior on my knowledge and belief about 
God – I believe IN Jesus to save me (John 1:12, 7:37). Trust is the key element in true 
faith, this is what the demons lack – they have full knowledge and even belief, but 
there is no trust in Jesus for salvation 

B. True saving faith involves knowledge, belief, and trust IN Christ and it is a gift from God 
(John 6:44) 

II. The role of works in faith 
A. Saving faith is essential for good works, good works testify to true faith (evidence of it), 

they don’t produce it (Gal 2:16) (James 2:17) 
B. The works flow out of our union with Christ (Ephesians 2:8-10) 

 
Repentance Unto Salvation 

I. If we are saved by faith alone, what part does repentance play? 
A. Recall that part of the change that regeneration brings is obedience 
B. Faith and repentance are inseparable, they are two sides to a coin, you turn from sin to 

Christ 
1. You cannot accept Jesus as Savior without accepting him as Lord  
2. To trust Jesus for forgiveness is to repent of sin 

 
The Christian Life of Repentance 

I. As regeneration begins a life of faith, it also begins a life of repentance  
II. We do not become sinless when we are saved, we work that out through confession and 

repentance 
 
Application 

I. God delivers the new birth / regeneration when he calls us into union with Christ 
A. There will be evidence of this change in us – faith, works, obedience 
B. Saving faith consists of knowledge, belief, and TRUST  
C. Good works are always evident with saving faith 
D. Repentance and faith are inseparable, two sides to a coin, Jesus is both Savior and Lord  
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Justification 

I. When we receive the gift of saving faith, we are also justified (Romans 5:1) 
A. What is justification?  WLC 70 
B. Christ’s perfect righteousness imputed to us and received by faith alone, not through 

anything we have done but through Christ’s obedience – this has nothing to do with our 
inner character 

 
Legal Declaration 

I. Justified is a legal term, it is forensic, the language of a law court – God is the judge and we 
are on trial for our sins 
A. We deserve death but we are declared not guilty, and actually beyond that…we are 

declared positively righteous (Romans 4:5)  
B. Important distinction…We are declared righteous, not made fully righteous (yet) if apart 

from works, then we are not truly made righteous by the things we do (sanctification is 
where our behaviors become more like Christ) (Romans 3:20, 28) 

II. Justification is a legal status, it is objective, it is NOT sanctification  
 
Constitutive Declaration  

I. God’s declaration is true because Jesus really did pay the complete penalty for sin 
A. In Christ we really are innocent and righteous because He is innocent and righteous 
B. Our new legal status is a constitutive declaration, it establishes a new legal position: 

righteous in Christ 
C. We are innocent by association (or union) with Christ 

II. Scripture says this in several different ways 
A. Romans 4:6-8 - because of the righteousness of Christ, our sins are covered, they are not 

taken into account 
B. Romans 8:1 – now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
C. Psalm 103:12 – our transgressions are removed from us 

III. Here’s the amazing thing…we are not just “not guilty” we are righteous, so mathematically 
we go from seriously negative to seriously positive (not just zero or neutral) 
A. Romans 5:19 – For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so 

by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous 
B. Double imputation – our sins put on Christ, his righteousness put on us 

 
Ground of Justification 

I. So, on what grounds are we justified?  What is it based on? 
A. We are justified by faith IN Christ, our faith is actually imperfect (agree?) 



 
     
 

B. Because we have faith IN Christ (knowledge, belief, trust), we are justified, not because 
we are so great at having or practicing our faith  

 
Justification is by Faith Apart from Works (works are under justification) 

I. Justification is by faith apart from works (Romans 3:27-28, Galatians 2:16, Ephesians 2:8-9) 
A. Salvation is a free gift, we cannot work for it, but only TRUST the one who gives it 
B. It is important for us to show our gratefulness by our actions and that is what we want 

to do 
C. James 2:24 – faith without works is not a saving faith, works are evidence of a true, 

saving faith 
D. “It’s faith alone that saves, but the faith that saves is never alone” 

 
Adoption into God’s Family 

I. What is adoption? – WLC 74 
A. By faith, Jesus gives us authority to become sons and daughters of God (John 1:12, 

Romans 8:14-17) 
B. In Christ, God loves us so much that we become his people, his nation, his family (1 John 

3:1) 
C. Jesus has given us permission to call God “Father in Heaven” (Matthew 6:9) and “Abba” 

(Mark 14:36) 
D. Adoption is the apex, the high point in our relationship with God 

 
Privileges of Adoption 

I. Through adoption we gain a new inheritance 
A. Sonship vs. slavery (Galatians 4:7) – a personal, intimate relationship with God 

1. New freedom and confidence in prayer (Matthew 6:9)  
2. We receive compassion and care (Psalm 103:13, Matthew 6:32) 
3. We receive discipline (Hebrews 12:5-10) 
4. Horizontal relationships with other believers (1 Timothy 5:1-2) 

B. We gain a forward looking vision - reigning with Christ over the entire world (Rev 2:26-
27, 3:21) 
1. We will judge angels (1 Cor 6:3) 
2. Such great dignity and authority that we can hardly imagine it now 
3. Romans 8:19-39 – speaks much about the sons of God / children of God / adoption 
4. This is the way God treats his sons and daughters – it’s glorious! 

 
Application 

I. God declares believers to be righteous in Christ (justification), and welcomes them into His 
family (adoption) 

II. We are declared righteous by union with Christ and His perfect innocence 
III. We receive justification through faith (knowledge, belief, trust) and not through works 
IV. Works will be evident in the life of the believer 
V. Adoption is the high point in our relationship with God 
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To Make Holy 
I. Dying to our sin 
II. Simply stated, sanctification is God’s work to make us holy (beyond the declaration of 

righteous) 
III. God is perfectly righteous and good, we are wicked and sinful 
IV. Like Isaiah, we grow in a profound awareness of our sin (Isaiah 6:5) and we begin a process of 

dying to it 
 
First Definitive, then Progressive Sanctification 

I. There is an already and a not yet  
A. Sanctification is both an instantaneous act (like justification and adoption) and an on-

going work of God’s grace in which He calls us to cooperate 
B. When we are called and regenerated, we are transferred from the sphere of sin to the 

sphere of God’s holiness, from the kingdom of Satan to the kingdom of God (Heb 9: 13-
14) 

C. At this point, we join the people of God 
D. Scripture refers to Christians as saints (Romans 1:7, 1 Cor 1:2)  Saints = holy 
E. Roman Catholic view is that only a few special Christians attain Sainthood, this is not 

scriptural 
II. Definitive Sanctification involves a clean break with sin, God breaks our bondage, our slavery 

to sin (Romans 6:14, 8:13) 
A. We have a new desire to do God’s will 
B. When we are sanctified, we do not become sinlessly perfect (1 John 1:8) 
C. We experience a gradual growth in holiness and righteousness through good works (1 

Thess 5:23) 
III. Progressive Sanctification is the process of dying to our sin over time 

A. God calls us to work out our salvation (Philippians 2: 12-13), with the help of the Holy 
Spirit (2 Thess 2: 13) 

B. The good works and attitudes that arise through sanctification are called “fruits of the 
spirit” (Gal 5: 22-23) – this is evidence that we are growing in grace and holiness 

IV. Some would say that sanctification is just the act and not the work, but it is not passive, we 
are not to “let go and let God” – this is not biblical 
A. Why?  God is sovereign, he doesn’t need us to let Him do anything, and we should not let 

go, He commands us to fight in the spiritual battle 
B. God does it all, but He does it by the use of human effort (2 Peter 1:5-11)  
C. Our work is to fight, to run the race, to pursue, and strive for holiness (1 Peter 1: 13-16) 

 
Means of Sanctification 

I. There are four general categories of resources that God has provided us: 



 
     
 

A. God’s Law – scripture is sufficient in that it contains all the divine words that we need to 
do anything to the glory of God.  When scripture motivates us to pursue holiness, it often 
calls us to be obedient to God’s commands – commands that for us are located in 
Scripture itself (Psalm 1: 1-2) 

B. The History of Redemption – God motivates His people to holiness by reminding us of 
what He has done to save us.  The blessing of salvation is our union with Christ Himself  
(Romans 6: 1-4) 

C. Our Personal Resources – God brings individuals into a body of believers, the church.  They 
are resources for our sanctification, teaching, preaching, living as examples, the Word, 
the sacraments, and prayer.  

D. The Holy Spirit’s Work in Sanctification – The Spirit dominates the redeemed life.  
Believers walk “not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit”.  The Spirit bears 
fruit, new traits of character that replace the works of the flesh (Gal 5:22-25).  Cultivating 
these fruits is what it means to walk in the spirit 

 
Simple Obedience – A Holy Life 

I. God has certainly accepted believers once and for all in Christ, but there is another level of 
divine approval arising from fatherly discipline (Heb 12: 5-11) 
A. God calls us to please Him, to fear His fatherly displeasure 
B. In the end, God expects us to obey His commands (Eccl 12:13) 

 
Application 

I. Sanctification is both an event and a process that makes us Holy 
II. The bonds of sin are broken and we begin to pursue Holiness through our works and living a 

life of obedience 
III. God’s discipline is a key part of our growth 
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Perseverance of the Saints 

I. Perseverance 
A. Those who are truly regenerate, in saving unity with Christ, can’t lose their salvation 
B. WCF 17.1  

1. But people do fall away under trial, temptation, and persecution, right? (Matthew 
10:21-22) describes this, and assures us that some who endure will be saved…who is 
this? 

2. Those who are effectually called, regenerated, converted, justified, adopted, and 
sanctified will surely persevere to the end (John 6:39-40) 

3. So, everyone who believes in Jesus – not hypothetically, but who sincerely believes 
(TRUSTS) will have eternal life (John 10: 27-29)  

C. Nobody can snatch a believer out of God’s hand, we have eternal life here now and in 
the future 
1. (John 3:36), (John 5:24), (1 John 5:13), (Romans 8:1) 
2. When we believe in Jesus our sins are immediately forgiven and every barrier is 

removed to eternal fellowship with God, so we will certainly persevere 
3. In addition, we are sealed by the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14), anyone who has 

the Holy Spirit has a guarantee of final perseverance  
4. God completes the work He begins, He guards every believer to the end (Philippians 

1:6), (1 Peter 1:5) 
II. Apostacy  

A. People do turn away from Christ after professing Him, scripture provides examples of 
people who looked and acted very much like true believers (Matthew 7:21-23)  
1. Judas a good example, he was a chosen disciple, turned from sin, enlightened by the 

Word, preached Christ and worked miracles, and yet was not a true believer 
(Matthew 10: 1-4, etc…) he did not have a regenerate heart 

2. In a big picture sense we also see this with the nation of Israel in the OT, they were 
enlightened, experienced heavenly gifts, powers, and words, but many of the 
Israelites were wicked and turned against God 

B. Perseverance is not guaranteed to everyone who professes faith, only to those who 
really TRUST in Christ 

 
Assurance of Salvation 

I. God intends for us to have assurance 
A. He calls us to draw near to Him in full assurance of faith (Heb 10:22) the doctrine of 

perseverance is intended to be a great comfort to Christians 
B. The apostle John wrote that we should KNOW that we have eternal life (1 John 5:13) 



 
     
 

C. But we are prone to doubt, if you are concerned about your faithfulness and devotion to 
Christ, your concern is a mark of true faith 

D. In contrast, Judas was a wolf in sheep’s clothing (Matthew 7:15) he was always about 
himself, putting on a show of caring for the poor when he was taking money for himself 
from the treasury (for example) – his profession of faith was playacting  

 
Grounds of Assurance 

I. The WCF lists three realities that our infallible assurance is founded on 
A. WCF 18.1-2  

1. “The divine truth of the promises of salvation” – God’s promises are infallible and 
certain, eternal life is promised to all who receive Christ (TRUST) (John 1:12) 

2. “The inward evidence of those graces unto which these promises are made” – We 
can observe our own progress in sanctification, we make our calling and election 
sure (2 Peter 1:10-11) we will see continuing sin for sure, but we will also see 
growth in holiness as the patterns of sinfulness are changed 

3. “The testimony of the Spirit of adoption witnessing with our spirits that we are the 
children of God” – the Spirit persuades us that what we observe in God’s word and 
in our own lives is really true, really evidence of grace (Romans 8: 16-17) it’s a 
supernatural assurance 

II. Assurance can be weakened by sin, we may have ups and downs, we have all experienced 
doubt 
A. Sin can weaken our confidence that our faith is genuine 
B. Recall that if you are concerned about your faithfulness and devotion to Christ, your 

concern is a mark of true faith 
 
Application 

I. Everyone who believes in Jesus – not hypothetically, but who sincerely believes (TRUSTS) 
will have eternal life  

II. It is a regenerate heart that is required, not merely a profession of faith 
III. God wants us to have assurance, we can know that our calling is sure 
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Glorification 
I. Imaging God 

A. Glory is God’s visible presence among His people, an adornment of great light that people 
see when they encounter God  
1. In the cloud that led the people through the wilderness (Ex 16:6-10) 
2. Shining on Mount Sinai (EX 24:16) 
3. Dwelling among the people in the tabernacle and later the temple (Ex 29:43, 40:34) 

B. God wants us to glorify Him (1 Cor 10:31) So, how do we do that? 
1. We are God’s image, and so He wants us to reflect back the glory shining out of Him.  

When that reflected glory shines from us, back to Him, we become more like God: 
both God and we have glory shining out of us.  And God receives more light because 
we reflect it back to Him.  So we can be said to glorify God.   

2. Practically speaking, glory refers to all of God’s perfections, such as love, grace, 
goodness.  For us to glorify God is to be holy as He is holy, good as He is good, loving 
as He is loving.  To glorify God is to image Him.  God wants us to be like Him (Lev 11: 
44-45)   

3. Believers work through the process of sanctification to more like God, we reach the 
pinnacle in glorification 

 
Present Glorification 

I. Already and not yet 
A. Like other aspects of the Ordo Salutis, there is an “already and a not yet” to glorification 

1. Psalm 8 speaks of God’s creation of human beings in glorious terms (Heb 2: 7-8) 
2. God has made us in His image and to have dominion over the whole earth  
3. Adam failed to take dominion as God commanded, he sought to glorify himself, so 

redemption must restore to us the glory that we forfeited by sin  
B. Paul speaks of the process (transformation) of moving from present glory to future glory 

(2 Corinthians 3:18) 
1. Our present glorification is tied to the process of sanctification 
2. We become partakers of the divine nature of God through obedience (2 Peter 1:3-11) 
3. We share in this divine nature as we reflect God’s glory and do the things he does – a 

moral conformity to God’s will 
 
Future Glorification 

I. The Body 
A. The consummation of our glorification has to do with the body (Romans 8:11) (1 Cor 15: 

42-44) 
1. We know that the human body is weak, weary and sick because of the fall  



 
     
 

2. Our bodies, not just our souls will be raised in glory – never again to experience 
suffering, sickness, or death 

3. The resurrection body will be imperishable, without corruption, powerful – sound 
good? 

4. It will be spiritual, not immaterial, but fully dominated by the spirit of God, like Jesus 
(1 John 3:2) 

B. Glorification will be a consummation of human nature in God’s image, humanity as God 
intended for it to be (Romans 9:22-23) (Eph 1:18) (Col 1:27) (2 Thes 2:14) (2 Tim 2:10) 
(Heb 2:10) (1 Peter 5:10) 

C. He rewards us with a crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4) We cannot now imagine how wonderful 
it will be, how wonderful we will be in our glorified bodies 

 
Glory with God and with Christ 

I. WSC first question – what is the chief end of man? 
II. To glorify God…our glorification is a glorification of Christ Himself through our union with Him, 

and this is ultimately God’s glorification! (Romans 8: 29-30) 
 
Application 

I. Obedience = partaking in the divine nature, this is our goal in sanctification, what we do in 
the now 

II. The future glory, it’s not so much about us, as it is about Christ and God being glorified 
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Current State of Affairs Regarding the Church 
 
Ekklesia: the term “Church” in the Bible  

I. The word Church signifies the whole body of the faithful, whether in heaven or on earth, 
who have been or shall be spiritually united to Christ as their Savior. 

A. Matthew 16:17–18 
II. The term Church is made use of in Scripture to denote the whole body throughout the world 

of those that outwardly profess the faith of Christ. 
A. Acts 2:47 

III. The term Church is frequently employed in Scripture to denote the body of believers in any 
particular place, associated together in the worship of God. 

A. Romans 16:3-5 
IV. The word Church is applied in the New Testament to a number of congregations associated 

together under a common government. 
A.  “The Church at Jerusalem” type language (various places in New Testament) 

V. The word Church is applied in the New Testament to the body of professing believers in any 
place, as represented by their rulers and office-bearers. 

A. Matthew 18:15-17 
 
Loving the Church as Jesus Does 

I. Ephesians 5:25–30 
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What does the Church do? 

I. Cultural Mandate  
A. Genesis 1:28  

II. The Great Commission  
A. Matthew 28:18-19 
B. The Church’s task in a day of individualism  

III. How the Apostles obeyed Jesus’ command  
A. Acts 2:42-47 
B. Four devotions / Means of grace 

 
The Teaching of the Apostles / Preaching of the Word  

I. They spoke the Words of God   
A. 2 Peter 1:20-21  

II. The normal tool God has promised to use to call souls out from the world, giving them faith 
and repentance, is preaching.  

A. Romans 10:13-15  
III. Our devotion to the teaching of the Apostles 
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Ordinary Means of Grace – God’s delivery systems 

I. The Teaching of the Apostles / The Word  
A. In a day when individualism owns our hearts, we need to recognize that the normal tool 

God has promised to use to call souls out from the world, giving them faith and 
repentance, is preaching.  

1. Romans 10:13–15 
 
Sacraments 

I. Baptism - Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, not only 
for the solemn admission of the party baptized into the visible church; but also, to be unto 
him a sign and seal of the covenant of grace, of his ingrafting into Christ, of regeneration, of 
remission of sins, and of his giving up unto God, through Jesus Christ, to walk in the newness 
of life. Which sacrament is, by Christ’s own appointment, to be continued in his church until 
the end of the world. (WCF 28.1) 

 
II. The Lord’s Supper - Our Lord Jesus, in the night wherein he was betrayed, instituted the 

sacrament of his body and blood, called the Lord’s Supper, to be observed in his church, 
unto the end of the world, for the perpetual remembrance of the sacrifice of himself in his 
death (substitutionary atonement); the sealing of all benefits thereof unto true believers, 
their spiritual nourishment and growth in him, their further engagement in and to all duties 
which they owe unto him; and, to be a bond and pledge of their communion with him, and 
with each other, as members of his mystical body (WCF 29.1).   
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What does the Spirit do in the lives of Believers?  
 
Receiving and being filled with the Holy Spirit  

I. Receiving (John 3:3-8) 
A. Baptism of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13) 
B. Everybody who is converted, everyone who is a Christian, is baptized in the Spirit. 

II. Being filled  
A. Don’t be filled with wine BUT be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) 
B. The way in which we conduct ourselves has a reciprocal relationship with the Holy 

Spirit’s filling in our lives. 
 
The Fruit and Gifts of the Spirit  

I. Fruit  
A. Seen and felt (Matthew 7:15-20) 
B. Divine sovereignty and human responsibility work hand-in-hand 

II. Gifts  
A. We all have been given various gifts (1 Co 12:4–11, Ro 12:6–8, Ex 31:1–5) 
B. What is the purpose of our gifts?  
C. Warning against jealousy and envy  
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The Source of authority  

I. Psalm 8, Genesis 1:28, 2:19–20 
 
God has always appointed leaders to shepherd His people  

I. Patriarchs 
II. Moses and the priests 

A. The keys of the Kingdom / Authority in the church  
B. Matthew 16:13-19 

III. Biblical eldership  
A. Acts 20:28-31, Acts 14:23, Titus 1:6-9 

 
Church Discipline 

I. Preventative Discipline 
A. 1 Timothy 4:6-11 

II. Prescriptive Discipline 
A. Matthew 18:15-17, 1 Corinthians 5:1-3, Titus 3:9-11 

III. The purpose of discipline 
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The centrality of worship to everyone’s life  

I. Everyone worships  
A. Ex 20:1–6. 
B. Php 3:18–19 
C. Ac 17:22–23 
D. Ro 1:22–25 

II. We were created to worship  
III. What worship is 

A. External expression and internal reality 
1. Mt 15:8–9 

 
Our worship is 

I. Corporate  
II. Humble  
III. Dangerous  
IV. Glorious  
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Understanding Eternity with Lens of Time 
I. Time with no end: Examples 

 
Eternal Blessings to God’s People 

I. The Intermediate State 
A. The experience is different between believers and unbelievers  
B. Scripture is clear that, after death, believers immediately dwell with Christ (Luke 23:43; 2 

Cor. 5:8; Heb. 12:23; Rev. 6:9-11; Rev. 7:9-10) 
C. Prominent Opposing Views (unbiblical) 

1. Purgatory (i.e., purging) and Soul Sleep 
D. Saints in Intermediate State are not yet perfectly happy (Rev. 6:10-11) 
E. Scripture is otherwise mostly silent 

II. The Eternal State 
A. The Sequence: 

1. Christ returns and brings His saints with Him (Jude 14, I Thess. 4:16-17) 
2. Believers will be caught up in the air to meet the Lord 

a. The Final Judgment (Matt. 10:15; Matt. 11:22; Acts 17:30-31 Rev. 20:11-15), 
includes both believers and unbelievers (2 Cor. 5:10; Matt. 25:31-46); Rom. 14:10, 
12) 

3. No condemnation for the believer (John 3:18; Matt. 25:33-34), new bodies (Phil. 3:20-
21), eating & drinking (Rev. 19:9), travelling through the city (Rev. 22:2; 21:10-11, 21-
26), no marrying of giving in marriage (Matt. 22:30) 

4. God hath appointed a day wherein he will judge the world in righteousness by Jesus 
Christ, to whom all power and judgment is given of the Father. In which day, not only 
the apostate angels shall be judged, but likewise all persons, that have lived upon 
earth, shall appear before the tribunal of Christ, to give an account of their thoughts, 
words, and deeds; and to receive according to what they have done in the body, 
whether good or evil. Includes both believers and unbelievers. WCF XXXII (I) 

 
What Do We Know about Heaven? 

I. Incomprehensively good for those who love God (I Cor. 2:9) 
II. Place of perfect worship (Rev. 7:9-12) 
III. No suffering, pain, or death (Rev. 21:4) 
IV. The Throne of God is the focus (Rev. 22:1-5) 
V. Some surprise who is there (Matt. 25:31-40) 
VI. …and who is not (Matt. 25:41-46) 
VII. No presence, guilt, or power of sin (Rev. 21:27) 

 
What Will We Do in Heaven? 



 
     
 

I. Be in the presence of God (Rev. 22:4) 
II. Worship! 
III. Attend Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:9) 
IV. Receive inheritance and reward (Col. 3:23-24) 
V. Degrees of reward (Luke 19:11-27; I Cor. 3:12-15) 
VI. Reign with Christ (Rev. 20:4, 22:5) 
VII. Judge angels (I Cor. 6:3) 

 
The Reality of a Literal Heaven  

I. Heaven is holy because God is holy (excerpt from J.C. Ryle-Holiness) 
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Eternal Damnation to the Wicked 

I. Wicked are judged as damned at the Great White Throne (Rev. 20:11-14; Matt. 25:31-33, 14-
46) 

II. Reason for damnation  
A. Rejection of the Son (John 3:36) 
B. Name not written in the Book of Life (Rev. 20:15) 

III. We each live one life, die, and then the judgment (Heb. 9:27) 
 
What Do We Know about Hell? 

I. Punishment for Rejecting the Son of God 
II. Torment 
III. Eternal 
IV. Lake of Fire, Fire 
V. Brimstone 
VI. Separation from God (II Thess. 1:8-9), yet His presence (Rev. 14:9-11) 

 
What Awaits the Wicked? 

I. Scripture teaches that the punishment of the wicked includes very extreme pains and 
sufferings. 

II. Nowhere does God speak of annihilation. 
A. Persons annihilated have no sense or feeling of pain or pleasure, and much less do they 

feel that punishment which carries in it an extreme pain or suffering. They no more suffer 
to eternity than they did suffer from eternity 

III. Scripture teaches that the wicked will be punished in such a manner that they will be sensible 
of the punishment they are under: that they should be sensible that now God has executed 
and fulfilled what He threatened, what they disregarded and would not believe.  

IV. The wicked will suffer different degrees of torment, according to the different aggravations 
of their sins.  
A. “Whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause, shall be in danger of the judgment: 

and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but 
whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell-fire.” (Matt. 5:22) 

B. Here Christ teaches us that the torments of wicked men will be different in different 
persons, according to the different degrees of their guilt. — It shall be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah, for Tyre and Sidon, than for the cities where most of Christ’s 
mighty works were wrought. — Again, our Lord assures us that he that knows his Lord’s 
will, and prepares not himself, nor does according to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes. But he that knows not, and commits things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with 
few stripes. — These several passages of Scripture infallibly prove that there will be 



 
     
 

different degrees of punishment in hell, which is utterly inconsistent with the supposition 
that the punishment consists in annihilation, in which there can be no degrees. (Edwards) 

V. The Bible is very direct and extensive that the eternal punishment of the wicked will consist 
in felt misery and torment, and not in annihilation. 
A. Consider the assessment of Judas: “It had been good for that man if he had not been 

born;” Mat. 26:24. 
B. The punishment of the wicked is such that their existence, upon the whole, is worse than 

non-existence. But if their punishment consists merely in annihilation, this is not true.  
C. The wicked, in their punishment, are said to weep, and wail, and gnash their teeth; which 

implies not only real existence, but life, knowledge, and activity, and that they are in a 
very sensible and exquisite manner affected with their punishment, Isa. 33:14.  

D. Sinners in the state of their punishment are represented to dwell with everlasting 
burnings. But if they are only turned into nothing, where is the foundation for this 
representation? It is absurd to say that sinners will dwell with annihilation, for there is no 
dwelling in the case. It is also absurd to call annihilation a burning, which implies a state 
of existence, sensibility, and extreme pain: whereas in annihilation there is neither. 

 
The Reality of a Literal Hell  

I. Christ Puts Considerably Great Attention on Hell  
II. Not a vain threat, but real 
III. Accounts of Experiencing Hell 

A. It is said, not only that the punishment shall be forever, but for ever and ever. 
B.  “And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day and 

night.” (Rev. 14:11) 
C. “Shall be tormented day and night, for ever and ever.” (Rev. 20:10) 

IV. It is conscious torment  
A. “So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and take out the wicked 

from among the righteous, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matt. 13:49-50) 

B. “he will be tormented with fire and brimstone” (Rev. 14:10) 
V. Soul and Body Suffer 

A. Felt, bodily pain by fire: “Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” 
(Mark 9:44)  

VI. Hell eternal and irreversible (Matt.18:8, 23:33, Matt. 25:41, 25:46; Mark 9:44; John 5:29; 2 
Thess. 1:9) 

 
Hell: Wrong Views 

I. The Second Chance View 
II. Universalism 
III. Annihilationism 
IV. A loving God would not send people to hell 
V. Hell is too severe of judgment for man’s sin 
VI. Three surprises 
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Why should we care about the end times? 

I. The study of end times warns the unbeliever of coming judgment. 
II. The last days is a major part of the biblical account 
III. We are called to heed and declare the whole Word of God 
IV. Believers are encouraged by a clear understanding of the end times 
V. Eschatology helps Christians to worship God 
VI. Eschatology helps Christians to serve the Lord with zeal for biblical truth 

 
Major Views of the end times 

I. All focus on the chief event – the return of Christ; Significant subsequent focus – the 
millennial reign of Christ (See Rev. 20) when Satan is bound 
A. Major points of disagreement: 1) Literal 1,000 years and 2) whether Christ’s return 

precedes, follows, or divides this period 
II. Amillennialism 

A. Millennium is now, the entire period from Christ’s ascension to His return 
B. Emphasis that the resurrection and ascension ushered in new era of history 
C. Jesus has achieved a great victory over Satan, sin, and death. 
D. Victory is real, though all effects are not fully seen 

1. Satan is bound, is diminished, and no longer deceives the nations 
2. After resurrection, the church receives power to reach world with the Gospel. This 

will continue until there are believers from every kingdom, tribe, tongue, and 
nation. This is a period of suffering and persecution in the church 

3. God’s triumph is spiritual, not necessarily material; No expectation to dominate the 
cultures we live in-politics, arts, education, etc. 

4. God will take from those cultures those He chooses to save. Culture itself will not be 
redeemed. 
a. After, Satan is loosed and he deceives the nations again, Christ defeats Satan, 

the Final Judgment, then comes the new heavens and new earth 
III. Postmillennialism 

A. Most agree with Amillennialists (Amils) that the millennium is now, that in this time the 
gospel is preached throughout the world with power, and on meaning of Satan’s binding 
and his brief release before Christ’s return.  Also agree on general course of end times 
events: 
1. Jesus comes, then general physical resurrection of righteous and wicked, then final 

judgment, finally the new heavens and new earth 
B. How Different from Amillennialism? 

1. Although suffering, Christians will have increasing influence on general culture 
2. Christians will indeed gain wealth, influence, and even dominance.  



 
     
 

IV. Premillennialism 
A. Two Forms 

1. Classic or Historic 
a. Goes back to some of the earliest church fathers 

- Jesus returns and takes believers with Him, reign for 1,000+ years 
during which Satan is bound, Satan and some on earth rebel, Christ puts 
down revolt and raises all the dead in prep for final judgment. Then 
comes the new heavens and new earth 

2. Dispensational  
a. Relatively recent (1800s) 
b. Key: This form holds that Jesus returns twice 

- First return (Pre-Tribulation): Jesus returns and secretly takes believers 
(a.k.a. the rapture) I Thess. 4:16-17 

- Then, seven years of satanic rule.  First 3.5 years ok, the second 3.5 very 
bad. Collectively call the Great Tribulation (Dan. 7:25; 9:27; 12:7; Rev. 
12:14) 

- Second return: He comes with His saints and Reigns for 1,000+ years 
during which Satan is bound 

- Here, the Jews and the church of God are not necessarily the same, 
Jews rule in expanded land in Palestine 

- After, Satan is loosed, the Final Judgment, then the new heavens and 
new earth 

V. Preterism 
A. Certainly, some of the predicted events have taken place 
B. At least part of the Olivet Discourse covers the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 (see Matthew 

24 and Mark 13). 
C. However, there are events that clearly have not yet taken place including the 

resurrection of the righteous and the wicked & the Final Judgement 
D. Visible appearing of Jesus to every eye, new heaven and earth, and removal of all sin 

and sorrow from this world 
E. Extreme (Full) Preterist view is dangerous 

 
Already and the Not Yet 

I. The kingdom of God to come/has come-two senses-recognize the value of both. 
 
Biblical Practices While Living in the End Times 

I. Focus less on the order and more on the how the events should influence our lives 
II. Not a theory of history, but a motivation for greater obedience. Eschatology should reorder 

our priorities (2 Pet. 3:11-12) 
III. We should be purifying ourselves (I John 3:2-3) and be encouraged considering our labors 

are fruitful and not in vain (I Cor. 15:58) 
IV. We should be ready at any time, found working and faithful (Matt. 24:44; I Thess. 5:1-10; I 

Pet. 1:7; II Pet. 3:14) 
V. We will receive a reward, should motivate here and now: “God doesn’t expect us to do our 

duty merely for duty’s sake, but to do our duty with full understanding that our Father will 
reward [H]is children, not only in this life (Mark 10;29-30), but in eternity as well.” 
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Christ’s Lordship 
I. How God governs our ethical life 

A. By His control 
B. By His authority 
C. By His covenant presence 

II. Criteria of Good works 
A. Addressing the age-old problem of the virtuous pagan 
B. Here the WCF is very helpful: 

1. Works done by unregenerate men, although for the matter of them they may be 
things which God commands; and of good use both to themselves and others; yet, 
because they proceed not from an heart purified by faith; nor are done in a right 
manner, according to the Word; nor to the right end, the glory of God, they are 
therefore sinful, and cannot please God, or make a man meet to receive grace from 
God: and yet, their neglect of them is more sinful and displeasing unto God (WCF 
16.7) 

C. This summarizes the three (3) ingredients necessary for pleasing God: 
1. A heart purified by faith (right motive) 
2. Obedience to God’s Word (right standard) 
3. To the right end, the glory of God (right goal) 

 
Biblical Reasons to Do Good Works: God Commands & the Holy Spirit Equips 

I. The history of redemption 
A. God redeemed the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. Therefore, they should obey 
B. New Testament authors urge us to good works because of Christ’s work to redeem us 

1. Example: Jesus urges His disciples to love because He loved (John 13:34) 
2. Another appeal:  

- “Therefore, if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the 
things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God.” Col. 3:1-3 

C. Good works should come from gratitude. They are not attempts to gain God’s favor, but 
rather grateful responses to the favor that He has already shown to us 
1. Our focus is not limited to the past. It is also an anticipation of what God will do for 

us in the future (Matt 6:33) 
D. The authority of God’s commands 

1. Scripture motivates good works by calling attention to God’s command (Matt. 5:19) 
2. Scripture is full of Christ’s and His disciples’ commanding obedience to the law (Josh. 

1:8-9; Matt. 7:12; 12:5; 19:18-19; 22:36-40; 23:23; Luke 10:26; John 8:17; 13:34-35; 
14:15, 21; Rom. 8:4; 12:19; 13:8-10; I Cor. 5:13; 9:8-9; 14:34, 37; 2 Cor. 8:15; 9:9; 



 
     
 

Gal. 4:21-22; Eph. 4:20-24; 6:1-3; I Thess. 4:1; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; Titus 2:1; James 1:22-
25; 2:8-13. I Pet. 1:16; I John 2:3-5; 3:24; 5:2) 

3. God does give us motivations, but we should obey Him because He has the right to 
absolute obedience 

E. The presence of the Spirit 
1. Call to live a godly life, based on activity of the Spirit in us (Gal. 5:16-17; Eph. 5:8-11) 

 
God & Christian Ethics 

I. Based on the three (3) discussed motivations (history of redemption, God’s authority, & 
power of the Spirit), Christian thinkers have developed three (3) types of Christian ethics 
A. Command ethics (Emphasizes the authority of God’s moral law) 
B. Narrative ethics (Emphasizes the history of redemption-it tells the story of salvation) 
C. Virtue ethics (Discusses the inner character of the regenerate person with a focus on 

virtues listed in Rom. 5:1-5; Gal. 5:22-23; Col. 3:12-17) 
II. These ethics are not pitted against each other.  They function with each other. 

 
Ethical Judgements 

I. Keep thinking about the three (3) motivations & the three (3) Christian ethics 
A. Factors in ethical judgments (a guide to ministering to others)   

1. The Word of God 
2. The Situation 
3. The Ethical Agent 

 
Ethical Disciplines 

I. Teleological Ethic: a perspective focused on consequences 
II. Deontological Ethic: a perspective focused on our duties and obligations 
III. Existential Ethic: an inward focus on who we are, our inner character 

 
An Ethical Life: Christ in the World Through His Church 

I. The authority of Scripture, the ultimate norm for the Christian life. 
II. The image of God is both a fact and a norm.  Our fundamental responsibility is to image 

God, to be like Him (esp. Christ, to love one another as He did us) 
A. “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved 

you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples, 
if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35 

III. Christians have died to sin, been raised to new life, and can say no to sin to serve God. 
IV. The kingdom of God has come, is coming, and will come. Our job is to seek it first 
V. The Christian life is one of faith and repentance, the whole way through end 
VI. Believing in God’s promises and acting on them 
VII. The Christian life is to be shared with others in the body of Christ 
VIII. One of our primary jobs is laid out in the Great Commission 
IX. Eschatology, the doctrine of the last days, is an important, purifying doctrine 
X. Christians should seek to be obedient, and also look to His reward 
XI. Christians look to the past (Christ’s redemptive work), the present (seeking His kingdom in 

the present), and the future (Christ’s return) 
XII. The greatest commandment: to love God with all of our heart 

A. The second greatest: to love our neighbor as ourselves 
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A Command for All Christians 

I. The second greatest commandment: 
A. But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 

themselves together. One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, “Teacher, 
which is the great commandment in the Law?”  And He said to him, “‘You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is 
the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’  On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.” 

II. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels 
unawares. Heb. 13:2 

III. Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. I Pet. 4:9 
IV. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. Rom. 12:13 
V. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit 

the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 
was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came 
to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome 
you, or naked and clothe you? Matt. 25:34-46 

VI. You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall 
love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. Lev. 
19:34 

VII. But hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. Titus 1:8 
VIII. And He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do 

not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite 
you in return and you be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid 
at the resurrection of the just.” Luke 14:12-14 

IX. Therefore, an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, I Tim. 3:2 

X. And having a reputation for good works: if she has brought up children, has shown hospitality, 
has washed the feet of the saints, has cared for the afflicted, and has devoted herself to every 
good work. I Tim. 5:10 

XI. The native people showed us unusual kindness, for they kindled a fire and welcomed us all, 
because it had begun to rain and was cold. Acts. 28:2 

XII. For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ 
will by no means lose his reward. Mark 9:41 

 



 
     
 
Bringing Others into Your Life 

I. It is an identifying work of a Christian 
A. "When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. The stranger 

who sojourns with you shall be to you as the native among you, and you shall love him as 
yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” Leviticus 
19:33-34 

II. “Have I rejoiced at the extinction of my enemy, 
Or exulted when evil befell him? 
“No, I have not allowed my mouth to sin 
By asking for his life in a curse. 
“Have the men of my tent not said, 
‘Who can find one who has not been satisfied with his meat’? 
“The alien has not lodged outside, 
For I have opened my doors to the traveler. Job 31:29-32 

 
Loving When it is Difficult 

I. Lay down your life 
A. Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. John 15:13 

II. Reaching out to those in need, ministering has its roots in the early church 
III. Involves ensuring safety to the stranger: 

A. The Levite and his concubine –Judges 19 
B. Righteous Lot-Genesis 19:1-11 
C. Rahab-Joshua 2 
D. Zacchaeus-Luke 19:1-10 
E. Abigail-I Samuel 25 
F. The Shunammite woman and Elisha-II Kings 4 

 
The Gospel Comes with a House Key (Butterfield) 

I. Hospitality reflects the Gospel 
II. Hospitality is spiritual warfare 
III. Hospitality makes room for different kinds of hosts and guests 
IV. Hospitality is the Benedict option on mission 
V. Hospitality requires unity in the church 
VI. Hospitality nurtures and grows the family of God 
VII. Hospitality is good for the giver 
VIII. Hospitality is good for the children 
IX. Hospitality costs money, can be expensive 
X. Hospitality is worth it 
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The Great Commission 
I. Why is it called the Great Commission? 

A. All authority is given to Christ (Authority) 
B. Because of this, command to go (Commission) 

1. Make disciples of all nations (Command) 
2. Baptize them in the name on the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Instruction) 

a. Teach them to obey everything Christ commanded His disciples (Instruction to 
obey command) 

b. Promise of Christ being with you (Encouragement) 
II.          Why is it great? 

A. It is a clear directive from the Lord Jesus. Period. 
B. It is great in terms of benefits of obedience 

1. Rewards 
2. Advancing God’s Kingdom 
3. Rescue the perishing 
4. Calling others to repent is true love 

C. It is great in terms of consequences of disobedience 
1. Accountability as a derelict watchman 
2. Responsibility as a soldier 
3. Neglect to warn is unloving 

D. It comes with Christ’s authority 
E. It comes with His power 
F. It comes with His presence 
G. All this, and He gives it to us! 

 
 
Just do it! 

I. As a commission with command, we are simply to do it 
A. It comes with authority 
B. It is a directive 
C. Be ready (I Pet. 3:15) 

II.         Why don’t we share the good news? 
A. We consider Christ’s command a suggestion 
B. We think our intellect, ability to talk, etc. are primary 

1. For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and 
eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. (I Cor. 1:17) 

C. Lack of awareness of the mercy and grace shown to us 



 
     
 

1. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great 
mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ (I Peter 1:3) 

D. Have not been “forgiven much” (Luke 7:40-48) 
E. Fear of man 
F. See reality of eternity dimly 
G. False view of love 
H. Examples  

 
Starting Steps 

I. Have eternity on your mind 
II.           Think about heaven, hell, the glory, reward, & judgment the Great White Throne 
III.          Think about the eternal pity and mercy God showed you 
IV.          Think about the Great White Throne (Rev. 20-11-15) 
V.           Remember the greatest commandment 

A.  Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, 
an expert in the law, tested him with this question: “Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. (Matt. 
22:34-38) 

VI.          Those who love Jesus obey Him (John 14:15) 
VII.         If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to 

him and make Our abode with him. He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and 
the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me. (John 14:23-24) 
A. Consider the obedience of the Son to the Father (John 5:30) 
B. Consider the authority 
C. Consider word’s author 
D. Connection with the Great Commission (perhaps a new name is in order to set us straight) 

VIII.         Remember the second greatest commandment: And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matt. 22:39-
40) 
A. Discussion on what it means to love yourself 
B. What would you do to rescue the perishing? (Prov. 24:10-12) 

 
Building the Kingdom 

I. The greatest act of love is to call to repentance 
A. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through 

us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. (II Cor. 5:20) 
II.           Do not forget your neighbors 
III.          Do not neglect your family 
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